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Prime Minister Stephen Harper chats with Petro Poroshenko, President- 


elect of Ukraine, and Radoslaw Sikorski, Polish Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, following the 25th Anniversary of Freedom Ceremony at Royal 
Castle Square in Warsaw, June 5. Harper flew to Brussels for the G-7 


summit right after. (PMO photo by Deb Ransom) 


G7 warns of 


tougher 


Russian 


sanctions 
Butno new ones introduced 


(UkrNews)—The Group of Sev- 
en (G7) has warned that it could 
escalate sanctions against Russia 
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if the situation in eastern Ukraine 
spins further out of control, how- 
ever they failed to agree on any 
new ones. 

G7 leaders said in a statement 
following talks in Brussels, June 
5 (the day this issue of Ukrainian 
News went to press), that it they 
“stand ready to intensify targeted 
sanctions and to consider signifi- 
cant additional restrictive measures 
to impose further costs on Russia 
should events so require.” 

“We are united in condemning 
the Russian Federation’s continu- 
ing violation of the sovereignty 
and territorial integrity of Ukraine. 
Russia’s illegal annexation of Cri- 
mea, and actions to de-stabilise 
eastern Ukraine are unacceptable 
and must stop. These actions vio- 
late fundamental principles of 
international law and should be a 
concern for all nations,” they said 
. The G7 also urged Russia to rec- 
ognize the results of Ukraine’s re- 
cent presidential election, complete 
the withdrawal of its troops on the 
border with Ukraine and stop the 
flow of weapons and militants. 

German Chancellor Angela Mer- 
kel told reporters after the leaders’ 
working dinner on June 4 that the 
circumstances in eastern Ukraine 
cannot be allowed to deteriorate 
further and that Western leaders 
are ready to pressure Moscow into 
using its influence on pro-Russian 
separatists. 

“Tf we до not have progress in the 
questions we have to solve, there is 
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on June 3-4. 


Tracer bullets can be seen being fired by pro-Russian militants at the National Guard base in Luhansk overni ight 
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Luhansk residents feel trapped 
amidst continued violence 


By Vlad Shevchenko 

(RFE/RL)—People in Luhansk 
have largely tried to keep their 
heads down and go about their 
business during the two months 
that armed separatists have oc- 
cupied this city’s administration 
building and declared independ- 
ence from Kyiv. 

But the fact the city has wit- 
nessed some of the worst fighting 
in the Ukrainian crisis as of June 
is creating a sense of panic, as 
residents feel trapped in a situa- 
tion where neither the government 
nor the separatists can ensure their 
safety. 

The fear has grown as rumors 
swirl around the city that the 
Ukrainian Air Force could be pre- 
paring to bomb separatist strong- 
holds downtown. On June 3, air- 
raid sirens went off in the city. In 
some offices people were allowed 
to leave work early to race home. 

The mayor’s office, which has 
been sidelined by the separatists, 
even published on its website a list 
of locations that could be used as 
bomb shelters by the public. 

The air-raid scare comes as ог- 
dinary residents are still reeling 
from the explosion that damaged 
the city’s main administration 
building in the city center on June 
2. The explosion at the building, 
which the separatists use as their 
headquarters, occurred during the 
middle of the day in a heavily fre- 
quented office and residential dis- 
trict as fighting between separatists 
and government forces raged on 
the southern outskirts of the city. 

The separatists accuse the air 
force of targeting the building, 
while the government says the ex- 
plosion was caused by the separa- 
tists themselves when they tried to 
fire a surface-to-air missile from 


the building at a warplane. 

Meanwhile, the scale of the fight- 
ing at the southern edge of the city 
raised fears that neither the separa- 
tists nor soldiers are ready to spare 
civilians or their homes. 

On June 2, hundreds of separa- 
tists attacked the border guards’ 
command building on the edge of 
town, heavily damaging nearby 
apartment blocks. The damage 
came as the separatists occupied 
buildings to fire on the border 
guard’s command center, and the 
border guards fired back, forcing 
residents to flee for their lives. 

After the 12-hour battle, which 
pitted separatists with mortars 
and rocket-propelled grenades 
against border guards reinforced 
by Ukrainian special forces and air 
strikes, Kyiv declared victory with 
five separatists killed and four gov- 
ernment soldiers critically injured. 

But on June 4, the soldiers aban- 
doned their position to relocate to 
what Kyiv called a “safer location” 
and the rebels seized their base and 


in Luhansk 


Local police have shown no intention of opposing 


ammunition. Kyiv also lost a Na- 
tional Guard outpost near Luhansk 
during overnight fighting on June 4. 

As the public’s fear of being 
caught in a crossfire now rises, it 
adds to the feeling of living in a no- 
man’s-land that has characterized 
Luhansk ever since separatists took 
over the regional administration 
building on April 29. 

Since then, the separatists have 
held sway in the town, as elected 
authorities, including the mayor 
and police chief, have left and civic 
bodies have been intimidated into 
silence. 

The level of security in the city 
has plunged, as the separatists 
regularly patrol the areas around 
their two strongholds in the main 
administration building and the 
Ukrainian Security Service build- 
ing but venture beyond only oc- 
casionally to attack or abduct pre- 
sumed opponents. 

The police, who maintain rou- 
tine patrols, do not intervene when 
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pro-Russian militants 
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Нові управи Конгресу і Добровільного 
Товариства в Едмонтоні 


(КУК-Едмонтон) - 3 червня 2014 р. Едмонтон- 
ський Відділ Конгресу Українців Канади (КУК- 
Едмонтон) й Українсько-Канадське Добровільне 
Товариство Едмонтону (УКДТЕ) обрали нові упра- 
ви в складі: Сергій Костюк (Голова КУК-Едмонтон 
i Перший Заступник УКДТЕ), Орися Бойчук (Го- 
лова УКДТЕ), Люба Федущак (Бувша Голова 
КУК-Едмонтон), Ліля Суха (Бувша Голова УК- 
ДТЕ), Люба Бойко-Белл (Перший Заступник КУК- 
Едмонтон), Стефан Романюк (Другий Заступник 


КУК-Едмонтон), Микола Воротиленко (Другий 
Заступник КУК-Едмонтон), Іван Липовик (Секре- 
тар КУК-Едмонтон i КДТЕ), Ярослава Поріцька 
(Скарбник КУК-Едмонтон і УКДТЕ), Марко Копи- 
нець (Кореспонд, Секретар КУК-Едмонтон). 


Принагідно, КУК-Едмонтон запрошує відзна- 
чити 23 річницю Незалежності України 24 серп- 
ня 2014 р. у Домі Української Молоді ім. Генера- 
ла УПА Романа Шухевича. 


UCC-Edmonton and Ukrainian Canadian Benevolent Society of Edmonton 2014-15 Executive (some Directors 
missing) — Left - Right: Serhiy Kostyuk (UCC-Edmonton President), Ivan Lypovyk (UCC-Edmonton Secretary), 
Marko Kopinec (Corresp. Secretary), Dr.Yurij Kotovych (Director), Luba Feduschak (UCC-Edmonton Past 
President), Yaroslava Poritska (Treasurer), Luba Boyko-Bell (First Vice President UCC-Edmonton), Orysia 


Boychuk (UCBSE President). 


У Криму відбирають храми в УПЦ КІЇ 
і погрожують священикам 


(Радіо Свобода) -У Криму відбирають храми 
в Української православної церкви Київського 
патріархату (УПЦ КТ). Так звані «казаки» та пред- 
ставники кримської «самооборони» нападають на 
священиків 1 погрожують фізичною розправою. 
Кримська єпархія скаржиться на бездіяльність 
як місцевих правоохоронців, так і представників 
офіційного Києва. Єдину можливість захисту своїх 
прав священики вбачають зараз у допомозі Заходу. 

О 8 ранку | червня до приміщення Української 
православної церкви Київського патріархату 
в селищі  Перевальному під  Сімферополем 
увірвалися озброєні невідомі люди. Як розповів 
настоятель храму, отець Іван, це були так звані 
кримські «казаки», які звинуватили священика у 
тому, що служби Київського патріархату нібито 
проводять тут незаконно. 

«Якщо ви вважаєте, що наша церква незаконна, 
подайте до суду i хай суд вирішить, чи ми законні 
чи ні. I ми тоді вам передамо все так, як необхідно, 
якщо так вирішить суд. Ну а коли це племінними 
відносинами... приходять з нагайками, і шаблями, і 
ножами. Ну це як на розбійника приходять, а не на 
священика, Сьогодні кричали, що ми вас лишимо 
життя, якщо ви звідси не поїдете», - розповідає на- 
стоятель церкви, отець Іван. 

Під час сутички постраждали вагітна парафіянка 
та дочка священика, хвора на церебральний 
параліч. Священика змусили забрати з церкви речі 
та ікони. 

Віряни мали намір зайти в храм на недільну 
службу, проте чоловіки в «казацькій» формі пере- 
городили їм дорогу. Останні заявили, що не пу- 
стять людей до церкви і вимагали, щоб вони за- 
лишили місце. Парафіяни обурилися таким став- 
ленням 1 сіли в автомобілі, але їхати відмовилися. 
Тоді, як повідомили свідки, «казаки» стали бити їм 
машини. 


Отець Іван обурився поведінкою «казаків», по- 
передивши, що зараз сюди приїдуть одновірці. Од- 
нак нападники сприйняли це як погрозу і відразу 
звернулися до «самооборони Криму». Через дея- 
кий час до храму підтяглися представники зазна- 
ченого парамілітарного формування, озброєні ав- 
томатами, За їхніми словами, вони прибули сюди, 
щоб «не допустити провокацій з боку активістів 
«Правого сектору». Звідки могли взятися ці 
активісти, нападники не пояснювали. Водночас 
вони не давали коментарів журналістам, котрі при- 
були на місце події. Натомість «самооборонівці» 
погрожували репортерам. 

Ситуація навколо існування в Криму храмів 
Української православної церкви Київського 
патріархату дедалі загострюється. Нещодавно 
«Державна рада» півострова ухвалила рішення 
про підвищення орендної плати за приміщення у 
столиці Криму, де розташований Кафедральний 
собор Української православної церкви Київського 
патріархату. Вартість оренди влада анексова- 
ного Росією Криму підняла у 600 тисяч разів. 
Архієпіскоп Сімферопольскій та Кримський вла- 
дика Клімент вважає ситуацію, що склалася, вкрай 
критичною, небезпечною для життя священиків. 

«Ми звертаємося до міжнародних місій, комісії 
ОБСЕ з прав людини, до європейських інституцій, 
до Сполучених Штатів Америки. На структури, які 
повинні опікуватися безпекою українців, які зали- 
шилися в Криму від України, ми не розраховуємо. 
Ми 20 років намагалися довести їм до відома, що в 
Криму відбувається беззаконня», - каже володика 
Клімент. 

За його словами, якщо найближчими днями на 
останні події у Перевальному не буде відповідної 
реакції - як з боку України, так і з боку місцевої 
«влади» Криму - він радитиме священикам залиша- 
ти півострів, адже не може гарантувати їм безпеку. 
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Harper condemns communism | Harper, Obama refuse 
as poisonous, catastrophic 


Tribute to Liberty to erect Canadian memorial for victims of Communism 


(UkrNews)—The result of communism’s “poison- 
ous ideology and ruthless practice” in the 20" century 
“was nothing short of catastrophic”, says Prime Min- 
ister Stephen Harper. 

“More than one hundred million souls were lost, an 
almost incomprehensible number,” he said, speaking 
at the Tribute to Liberty Dinner in Toronto, May 30 

“In Canada, we feel this pain so acutely because 
nearly one quarter of all Canadians were either held 
captive by communism’s chains or are the sons and 
daughters of those who were. 

“Indeed, throughout the 20th century, Canada be- 
came a haven for those fleeing communist govern- 
ments... and a new home to those who wanted to live 
in freedom. 

“And so, over nearly 100 years they came — your 
grandparents, mothers and fathers, uncles and aunts, 
brothers and sisters — you came, from Russia, Es- 
tonia, Ukraine, Latvia, Lithuania, Hungary, Poland, 
Cambodia, the former Czechoslovakia, the former 
Yugoslavia, the former East Germany — I could go 
on — Vietnam, China, North Korea, Cuba, Albania 
and others,” he added. 

Today, “Canada proudly, resolutely, unequivocally 
stands with the people of Ukraine,” noted the Prime 
Minister. 

“Over the last several months, indeed years, the 
world has watched as President Putin has grown more 
comfortable with confrontation. 

“His boldness has increased since Russian troops 
first made an open grab for power in Crimea. 

“The impact of the Putin regime’s expansionism 
and militarism extends beyond Ukraine. 

“Tt threatens the security of our Eastern European 
allies and, by extension, the stability and security of 
the world. 

“Now friends, I cannot predict what these next few 
months or years hold for Ukraine, for Europe, or for 
Canada. 


“But I do know this: Canadians have always sup- 
ported freedom and democracy for all people and we 
will not hold back that support now from the people of 
Ukraine,” he said 

Tribute to Liberty (TTL), established in 2008, is a 
Canadian charity whose mission is to establish a Can- 
adian memorial to commemorate the victims of Com- 
munism. TTL is governed by an eight member volun- 
teer board of directors who represent key ethno-cultural 
communities in Canada affected by Communism. 

In September 2009, the National Capital Commis- 
sion (NCC) granted approval to TTL to build a me- 
morial called The Memorial to the Victims of Com- 
munism - Canada, a Land of Refuge in the National 
Capital Region. It has been allocated land adjacent to 
the Supreme Court of Canada 

The Memorial is expected to cost $4 million to build. 
To date, over $2.6 million has been raised through pri- 
vate and government funding. This includes a $1.5 
million contribution from the Government of Canada 
announced during the Commemoration of Black Rib- 
bon Day on August 2013. 

“Canada’s Confederation is worth celebrating. As 
we approach our historic 150th anniversary in 2017, 
our Government will join with Canadians in hon- 
ouring this momentous milestone by building a Me- 
morial to the Victims of Communism, to remember 
the millions who suffered under tyranny,” said Harper 

“What history has taught us is one clear thing: that 
the political ideologies that promise utopia lead to the 
opposite, hell on earth. 

“That’s why Canada needs this monument, and why 
we are so grateful to the work of Tribute of Liberty 
that reminds us of the names and the stories of those 
lost to one of the deadliest ideological plagues ever 
spread, to communism. 

“This monument is part of marking our path as a 
nation, and, thus, helping to ensure that we do not lose 
our way,” he added. 
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James Bezan (right) with Parkdale-High Park MP Peggy Nash (on his right) and Etobicoke-Centre MP Ted 
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Opitz (centre) with participants of the Pro-Ukraine Parade on May 25 in Kharkiv 


Bezan returns from Ukraine mission 


(UkrNews)—James Bezan, Member of Parlia- 
ment for Selkirk-Interlake, has returned from Ukraine 
where he worked as an election observer during the 
May 25 election in Kharkiv oblast. 

Bezan was the head of delegation of Canada’s 
OSCE Parliamentary Association’s (OSCE-PA)Presi- 
dential Election Observation Mission of a dozen Can- 
adian MPs. Bezan was also tasked by the OSCE-PA 
as Co-ordinator for Kharkiv for the five parliamentary 
teams which included Parliamentarians from Sweden, 
Italy, Netherlands, Liechtenstein, Denmark and Can- 
ada. 

“Despite the violence and aggression we’ve seen 
from pro-Russian separatists, as well as Russian pro- 
vocation, Ukrainians were resilient and brave and 
turned out to vote on this historic day,” said MP Bez- 
an. “The situation in most of Ukraine on May 25 was 
very calm and peaceful. It was very quiet and peace- 
ful, even towards the Russian border. The long lines 
of voters are an undeniable affirmation of how deeply 


Ukrainians value their sovereignty, their franchise and 
democratic will, and their freedom.” 

“Canada maintains a special bond with the people 
of Ukraine. More than 1.2 million Canadians trace 
their ancestry to Ukraine, and Canada will continue to 
work with the Ukraine government to help restore the 
country’s economic and political stability. Canada has 
a long and proud history of providing election observ- 
ers to ensure that elections are consistent with inter- 
national democratic standards, and is proud to have 
deployed over 350 Canadian observers to assess the 
process rigorously,” stated Bezan. 

“The people of Ukraine spoke with a united voice 
and the new President, Petro Proshenko, was elected 
in a decisive first-round victory,” expressed Bezan. 
“The presidential elections come at a pivotal time in 
the country’s history, a period of both hope and tur- 
moil. We look forward to working with the future 
president of Ukraine to help them fulfill the dreams 
and aspirations of the people of Ukraine.” 


to meet Putin 
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the possibility of sanctions — even 
heavier Phase 3 sanctions — on the 
table, because we cannot afford a 
further destabilization in Ukraine,” 
Merkel said. 

She added that Western govern- 
ments would check “again and 
again” on the progress in Ukraine, 
reported RFE/RL. 

The G7 leaders welcomed Petro 
Poroshenko’s election in the May 
25 ballot in Ukraine, saying in the 
statement that they “commend him 
for reaching out to all the people of 
Ukraine.” 

“In the face of unacceptable 
interference in Ukraine’s sovereign 
affairs by the Russian Federation, 
we stand by the Ukrainian govern- 
ment and people,” they said in the 
statement. 

But columnist Matthew Fisher 
of Postmedia News commented 
that “the usual farce of western 
unity was front and centre Thurs- 
day when the Group of 7 leaders 
balked at introducing new sanc- 
tions against Russia for its annexa- 
tion of Crimea and continuing ma- 
chinations in eastern Europe.” 

“The summit was accompanied 
by much backslapping and talk of 
a common vision about how to re- 
spond to Russia over Ukraine. 

“While | Виз5іа'5 | annexation 
of Crimea and its continuing in- 
volvement in destabilizing eastern 
Ukraine dominated the summit, the 
gathering did not produce any new 
sanctions against Russia for annex- 
ing the Crimean peninsula from 
Ukraine. Although Prime Minister 
Stephen Harper and the other lead- 
ers stressed how the solidarity of 
the presidents and prime ministers 
of the world’s leading industrialized 
countries were over Ukraine, deep 
divisions exist between them about 


how or whether to isolate Russian 
President Vladimir Putin politically 
and economically.,” he added. 

One of the biggest bones of con- 
tention as whether to meet with 
Russian President Vladimir Putin 
the following days at the 708 an- 
niversary of the D-Day invasion of 
Normand 

Behind closed doors, Harper and 
U.S. President Barak Obama were 
united in making it “crystal clear” 
that they had no intention of meet- 
ing Putin, said a source, speaking 
to The Canadian Press on condition 
of anonymity about matters that 
hadn’t been publicly disclosed. 

Harper and Obama also ех- 
pressed the view that it was “not 
ideal” for other leaders to meet 
him, but if they did, the main mes- 
sage should be a direct, agreed de- 
nunciation of Putin’s actions on be- 
half the entire G7, the source said. 

“The fundamental point is that 
this was driven hard by the prime 
minister and President Obama.” 

Harper alluded to those discus- 
sions during his closing news con- 
ference. 

Harper said he and his fellow G7 
leaders had “a very detailed discus- 
sion of the messages that need to 
be sent to Mr. Putin about ending 
illegal occupations, about ending 
provocative actions, ending the 
supporting of violent actions in 
eastern Ukraine and the necessity 
of the G7 taking further actions if 
those things are not done.” 

The day before the G-7 confer- 
ence Harper joined other world 
leaders in celebrating Polish Day 
of Freedom, marking the 25th an- 
niversary of Poland’s emergence 
from communism. 

While in Warsaw he met with 
Ukrainian President-elect Petro 
Poroshenko. 


Canadians welcome 
Ukraine results 


(UkrNews)—Prime Minister Stephen Harper has congratulated Petro 
Poroshenko on winning a decisive first-round victory in the May 25 


presidential election. 


“The presidential elections come at a pivotal time in the country’s 


history, a period of hope and turmoil. As in the past, the Ukrainian people 
overcame all odds to courageously exercise their most fundamental 
democratic right. By casting their votes, they demonstrated their 
commitment to a free, democratic and sovereign Ukraine,” he said in a 
May 26 statement. 

“Despite attempts by outsiders to disrupt these elections, independent 
election observer missions have indicated that the elections were a clear 
and an unambiguous reflection of the democratic will of the Ukrainian 
people. Canada is proud to have contributed hundreds of Canadian 
observers to monitor and report on the conduct of the elections. 

“We will continue to stand proudly alongside the Ukrainian people as 
vocal supporters for a peaceful and prosperous Ukraine, and we remain 
ready to intensify actions against those who persist in their assault against 
the country’s sovereignty and territorial integrity,” added Harper. 

Meanwhile, NDP Foreign Affairs Critic Paul Dewar said: “The 
resilience and determination of the Ukrainian people in the face of violence 
and intimidation by armed groups is impressive and inspiring.“ With the 
election concluded, I hope that all Ukrainians, including president-elect 
Petro Poroshenko, will take this opportunity to pursue diplomacy and 
reconciliation.” 

He added the NDP remains disturbed by continued violence by pro- 
Russian rebels in eastern Ukraine, including the May 27 attack on a 
Ukrainian helicopter near Sloviansk that killed 14 people and the four 
international monitors from the Organisation for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe taken hostage by these militias. 

“The Government of Canada must support inclusive democratic 
governance in Ukraine, and assist in achieving a diplomatic resolution 
to the ongoing crisis,” added Dewar. “The unacceptable aggression by 
pro-Russian militias in eastern Ukraine, facilitated by Russian-made 
weapons, is yet another reason for the Government of Canada to sign the 
UN Ams Trade Treaty, and help end the illegal flow of weapons to armed 
groups like those in eastern Ukraine.” 


Якя можу Bam допомогти? 
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For Banquets, Weddings, Parties please call 
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Weddings & Banquets up to 400 people 
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Also visit our Liquor Store at the back of the hotel. 
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Яким буде уряд при 
Порошенкові? 


Дмитро Шурхало, Радіо Свобода 

Переговори на Донбасі, але не з терористами. 
Продаж бізнес-активів, але не «5-го каналу». Пе- 
тро Порошенко обіцяє відновити мир і бути пре- 
зидентом усіх українців. Серед його пріоритетів — 
відновлення миру та проведення дострокових пар- 
ламентських виборів. Свій перший закордонний 
візит він планує до Польщі, але готується також до 
переговорів із Росією. 

Новообраний президент Петро Порошенко каже, 
що не збирається ініціювати відставку нинішнього 
глави уряду Арсенія Яценюка. 

«По Конституції України, президентські вибори 
не тягнуть за собою відставку прем'єр-міністра. 
Я вважаю, що діяльність Арсенія Петровича на 
посаді прем'єр-міністра на даному етапі є вда- 
лою», - заявляє він. 

Разом з цим він розкритикував квотний прин- 
цип формування уряду та роботу силового бло- 
ку. З огляду на це в оточенні кандидата упевнені, 
що ставши президентом, Порошенко неодмінно 
ініціюватиме відставку міністрів-силовиків. Та- 
кож, вірогідно, що посади втратять міністри, які 
були делеговані в уряд партією «Свобода». 

«Якщо «Свобода» буде 1 далі закликати зупинити 
контрреволюцію, то це зайва підстава відмовитися 
від квотного принципу і вичистити партійних 
непрофесіоналів з уряду. І це, до речі, схвально 
зустріли б у суспільстві. Бо після того, як Тягни- 
бок набрав півтора проценти голосів, а Порошенко 
- 5590, останній може робити все, що завгодно, бо 
в нього є колосальна довіра суспільства», - каже 
політолог Вадим Карасьов. 

Глава держави пропонує кандидатури міністрів 
оборони та закордонних справ. В оточенні пе- 
реможця виборів кажуть, що Порошенко сам 
обіймав посаду міністра закордонних справ і має 
власні уявлення про кадровий потенціал відомства 
та його роботу. 

Можливо, новим главою зовнішньополітичного 
відомства з може стати колишній заступник 
міністра закордонних справ Валерій Чалий, який 
довго співпрацює з Петром Порошенком, зокре- 


ма - 1 під час останніх виборів. Утім, не виклю- 
чено, що зовнішньополітичне відомство очолить 
хтось із дипломатів важковаговиків, зокрема, на- 
зивають чинного посла України в Німеччині Павла 
Клімкіна. 

Чинний виконувач обов'язків міністра закордон- 
них справ Андрій Дещиця навряд чи залишиться на 
посаді. На займаній посаді він радше здобуває ав- 
торитет, ніж може додати ваги зовнішній політиці, 
вважають в оточенні Порошенка, Зрештою, в умо- 
вах, коли доведеться починати переговорний про- 
цес із Москвою, міністр, який гостро конфліктував 
зі своїм російським колегою, може бути не на часі. 
Сам Петро Порошенко зазначає, що розглядає «пе- 
ремовини з Росією як дуже важливий фактор». За 
його словами, «останній аргумент Росії полягав у 
тому, що в Україні немає законного президента, і 
цей аргумент тепер немає жодної сили». 

В ЄС вітають українські вибори і чекають на 
співпрацю із новообраним главою держави, а також 
закликають Росію до діалогу із новим президен- 
TOM. У свою чергу російський міністр закордонних 
справ Сергій Лавров заявив, що готовий до діалогу 
з Петром Порошенком, але без посередників. Ex- 
сперти прогнозують: порозумітися із європейцями 
буде доволі просто, натомість поступ на перегово- 
рах із росіянами - вельми проблематичний. 

Що ж до внутрішніх проблем в Україні, то Пе- 
тро Порошенко наголошує на необхідності на- 
самперед відновити мир. За його словами, влада 
запропонує мешканцям Донбасу гарантії без- 
пеки, гарантії використання російської мови та 
децентралізації влади, а сепаратистам, на яких 
немає крові - амністію. Водночас, із терористами 
переговори неможливі. 

Між тим, суспільство чекає від Порошенка 
швидких результатів. 

«Нинішня висока підтримка Порошенка - це не 
просто кредит довіри, а кредит під дуже високі 
відсотки. І невиплата може загрожувати боржни- 
ку дуже швидким судом із сумними наслідками», 
- зазначає політичний оглядач інформагентства 
УНІАН Тетяна Урбанська. 


У ЄС обрання Порошенка 
називають найкращим вибором 


Віталій Єреміца, Радіо Свобода 

Поки в Україні наближається момент офіційного 
оголошення Петра Порошенка президентом, 
європейські лідери вже неодноразово висловлю- 
вали своє визнання та вітання новому лідерові. У 
Брюсселі переконані, що новообраний український 
президент - прагматична та поміркована людина, 
саме той, кого потребує держава у цей момент. 
Деякі дипломати та експерти підкреслюють, що 
Росії вже час припинити зв'язки з українськими 
політиками-маргіналами та розпочати діалог із за- 
конно обраним лідером. 

Лідери держав та урядів Європейського союзу 
на своїй останній зустрічі у Брюсселі висловили 
підтримку Петра Порошенка та заявили, що по- 
зитивно оцінюють проведення виборів президента 
України. Вони закликали всі сторони, зокрема й 
Росію, визнати результати цих виборів. 

Ана Паласіо, колишній міністр закордонних 
справ Іспанії, яка була співголовою міжнародної 
місії спостерігачів на виборах президента, каже 
Радіо Свобода, що людина, яка тепер очолить 
Україну, - дуже добре підходить до нинішньої 
ситуації, в якій перебуває держава та її економіка. 
Порошенко, каже колишній іспанський урядовець, 
-- прагматична, ділова, досвідчена людина, і - що 
доволі важливо - представницька особа, яка ще й 
вільно володіє англійською. 

«Він - прагматик, однак важливо й те, що він 
- особа, яка вміє працювати на публіку, - додає 
Ана Паласіо. - Нині про Україну здебільшого го- 
ворять у контексті подій у Донецькій і Луганській 
областях. З обранням президента настав час го- 
ворити про всіх людей та про всю державу. Люди 
свідомо обрали людину, яка здатна діяти. І серед 


кандидатів саме Порошенко - найкращий вибір». 

З огляду нате, що вибори в Україні, на думку Ани 
Паласіо, були навіть більш «проєвропейськими», 
ніж у багатьох країнах ЄС, європейці повинні 
брати з українців приклад. «Після того, як я по- 
бачила вибори в Україні, я дійшла висновку, що 
ми самі мусимо бути хоча б на їхньому рівні у 
відстоюванні наших цінностей, в які ми віримо та 
які є основою нашої європейської конструкції», - 
зауважує дипломат. 

Олеся  Огризко, експерт із європейського 
аналітичного центру FRIDE, що займається вив- 
ченням сфери міжнародних відносин, знайомить 
Радіо Свобода зі щойно оприлюдненим комента- 
рем на тему українського вибору. Аналітики цен- 
тру також вбачають у Петрові Порошенкові особу, 
що здатна взяти на себе об'єднавчу місію. 

«Ці вибори стали фактично першими прези- 
дентськими виборами, що об'єднали країну. В 
центрі дискурсу на них не стояла сумнозвісна ди- 
лема України - схід чи захід, а це вже є перемогою 
України. Петро Порошенко як політична фігура 
багатьма сприймається як досвідчений лідер, здат- 
ний очолити широку коаліцію проєвропейських 
політичних сил. Він був єдиним кандидатом, у яко- 
го проявляється потенціал об'єднати всі частини 
України, насамперед, схід і захід», - каже експерт 
аналітичного центру, що базується в Мадриді та 
Брюсселі. 

Інші аналітики - зокрема, з Центру європейських 
досліджень Вілфріда Мартенса та Європейського 
політичного центру - переконують, що Москві 
слід визнати загальнообраного президента України 
та розпочати діалог саме з ним, а не вести його 13 
маргінальними політичними партіями України, 
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Ukrainian army shows mixed 
performance against insurgents 


By Charles Recknagel and Merhat Sharipzhan 

(RFE/RL)—The Ukrainian Army can look powerful 
or weak in eastern Ukraine, depending on the battle. 

Its performance has included a significant success 
in retaking the Donetsk international airport from in- 
surgents on May 26 but beyond that has been char- 
acterized by a mixed record at best and some notable 
setbacks at worst. 

The mixed record was on display June 2 as outnum- 
bered border guards in Luhansk called in help from 
the Ukrainian special forces and air force to repulse 
three waves of attacks by insurgents in a battle that 
Kyiv said killed five rebels and left and four govern- 
ment soldiers critically injured. 

Yet on June 4, Kyiv abandoned the outpost as 
Ukraine’s Border Guards Service said the soldiers had 
been evacuated to unspecified “safe locations.” Pro- 
Russian insurgents took over the base, seizing large 
quantities of munitions. They also seized a National 
Guard post in Luhansk in overnight fighting after 
forces there ran out of ammunition. 

Two of the worst setbacks for the Ukrainian Army 
have occurred in skirmishes over insurgent check- 
points around the city of Slovyansk. 

On May 29, rebels shot down a military helicopter 
deploying troops in a firefight near Slovyansk, kill- 
ing 14 soldiers including a general. On June 2, insur- 
gents shot down two reconnaissance helicopters near 
Slovyansk, killing two crew members. 

Vladimir Grek, a military analyst and president of 
the Association of Ukrainian Defense Technologies in 
Kyiv, says the mixed performance reflects the uneven 
nature of the Ukrainian military itself. Elite units are 
well equipped but regular units have outdated equip- 
ment that makes them vulnerable to losses, he says. 

In both [the Slovyansk and Donetsk operations] Mi- 
24 military helicopters were used,” Grek notes. “But 
in the [Donetsk] case, they used modernized military 
helicopters that have missile-defense systems installed 
that send a false signal to a missile’s target-seeking 
warhead and cause it to fly away from the helicopter.” 

Grek says the missile-defense system that prevented 
any helicopters from being shot down in the Donetsk 
operation was designed and built by Ukraine’s own 
defense industry. But lack of funding for moderniz- 
ing the military means only some helicopters have the 
system, while most do not. 

The lack of military funding has been chronic ever 
since Ukraine’s independence in 1991 and now clearly 
handicaps the Ukrainian Army as it fights in eastern 
Ukraine. 

Serhiy Zhurets, director of the Center for Army, 
Conversion, and Disarmament Studies research center 
in Kyiv, says “practically 100 percent of the weapons 
and equipment used in the Ukrainian armed forces 
were made in the late 1980s.” 

He estimates that in recent years the Ukrainian par- 


5 


liament has funded the military at 10 percent of what 
it needs to modernize. The Ukrainian military has said 
itneeds 131 billion hryvnias ($11.3 billion) to replace 
old weapons and machinery. But in 2013 the parlia- 
ment allocated just 15.6 billion hryvnias ($1.3 billion) 
for defense. 

By contrast, Poland’s defense budget is about $10 
billion, Russia’s is some $70 billion, and the United 
States’ is around $640 billion. 

NATO Secretary-General Anders Fogh Rasmus- 
sen announced on June 3 that the alliance will help 
Ukraine’s military with a “comprehensive package of 
long-term measures to make Ukraine’s reforms more 
effective and its armed forces stronger.” He did not 
provide details other than that the package will be 
finalized in the coming weeks. 

But poor equipment is not the only thing hampering 
the Ukrainian Army’s performance. 

Another is lack of combat experience. Ukrainian 
units have had some war-zone experience in recent 
years through international peacekeeping operations 
in Afghanistan, Iraq, and the Balkans. But Grek says 
that many soldiers once involved in those operations 
have long since left military service. 

Yet another problem is the military’s inability to 
use its overwhelming armor and air advantage against 
separatists who shelter in towns and cities. 

Kyiv has gone slowly during the two months the 
separatists have waged their insurgency in order to 
avoid civilian casualties that could enflame public 
opinion against the government. 

Now, the Ukrainian troops must play catch-up 
against a determined foe that has grown from a mot- 
ley band of guerrillas into a force capable of launching 
major military assaults. 

The June 2 attack on the border command center in 
Luhansk was a measure not just of how well armed the 
insurgents are but also of their strategic determination 
to keep their supply lines from Russia open for a pro- 
tracted struggle. 

Some observers say that what the Ukrainian Army 
needs most now is to begin racking up enough victor- 
ies to finally get the momentum going in Kyiv’s favor. 

“If Kyiv can look as if it is beginning to turn the 
tide, first of all, that is going to make Kyiv’s own 
forces feel better about themselves, which is an intan- 
gible but very real factor in warfare. And secondly, 
it may well begin to rattle the nerves of the militias 
of the east,” says Mark Galeotti, a professor at New 
York University who specializes in post-Soviet secur- 
ity issues. 

He adds, however, that the ultimate success of the 
Ukrainian Army against the insurgents depends on 
Russia. So far, Moscow has officially ignored the ap- 
peals of rebels in the Luhansk and Donetsk regions for 
help but also has done nothing to stop the flow of arms 
and irregular volunteers across its border. 


Cold reception for Russia 


resolution at UN Security Council 


(RFE/RL)—A Russian draft resolution calling for 
an immediate end to the fighting in eastern Ukraine 
and a humanitarian corridor met with a cool response 
at the UN Security Council on June 2. 

Moscow drafted the resolution during its month-long 
presidency of the council as fighting continued between 
Ukrainian forces and pro-Moscow separatists. 

British Ambassador Mark Lyall Grant told reporters 
after the closed consultations that there was little sup- 
port for the resolution. 

In Washington, the U.S. State Department said Mos- 
cow’s move was “hypocritical” since Russia was do- 
ing “nothing” to stop Russian-backed separatists from 
attacking new targets and holding international mon- 
itors from the Organization for Security and Cooper- 
ation in Europe (OSCE) hostage. 

In Ukraine on June 2, hundreds of pro-Russian gun- 
men attacked a Ukrainian border-guard camp on the 
outskirts of separatist-controlled Luhansk with mortar 
and grenade launchers in one of the biggest offensives 
of the insurgency so far. Reports said at least five sep- 
aratists were killed. 

At least two people were killed in an explosion 
in Luhansk on June 2 in what pro-Russian officials 
claimed was a Ukrainian air strike on their headquar- 
ters. Kyiv has denied the accusation. 

Russia is all but isolated at the United Nations on 
the Ukrainian issue. In a nonbinding resolution in 


March, the General Assembly refused to recognize its 
annexation of Crimea. 

‘Russia vetoed a separate resolution in the Secur- 
ity Council that was approved by 13 other members. 
China abstained. 

The text of the June 2 draft resolution demands “the 
immediate cessation of hostilities” and urges those 
fighting “to commit themselves to a sustainable cease- 
fire.” 

Russian UN Ambassador Vitaly Churkin told re- 
porters after the hour-long meeting that Red Cross 
workers have expressed “extreme concern” about the 
humanitarian situation as a result of large-scale mil- 
itary operations by Ukrainian troops “and so-called 
national guard.” 

But ambassador Grant told journalists, “No one is 
under food shortages, there’s no besieging of cities so 
it’s not quite clear what the scale or crisis is that would 
justify humanitarian corridors.” 

An unnamed Western diplomat suggested that Rus- 
sia introduced the resolution to distract council mem- 
bers from ongoing discussions on how to enforce hu- 
manitarian corridors in Syria. He said the resolution 
will most likely be pushed aside and forgotten. 

And Ukrainian UN envoy Yuriy Sergeyev accused 
Russia of sponsoring terrorism, and he added, “The 
very fact that the resolution on Ukraine is tabled by 
the Russian Federation is cynical and immoral.” 


Luhansk residents 
feel trapped amidst 
continued violence 


Cont. from P. 1 


masked and armed separatists ab- 
duct their targets and take them to 
their headquarters, even in broad 
daylight. 

The eclipse of the police, who are 
heavily outgunned by the separa- 
tists, has created a surge in crime in 
the city. The Luhansk department 
of the Interior Ministry recently 
told the press that the situation was 
now out of its control. 

Police sources say the most fre- 
quent forms of crime are car theft 
and hold-ups of cash couriers de- 
livering business receipts to banks. 
The armed criminals wear masks 
and camouflage fatigues just like 
the separatists. 

In an apparent effort to introduce 
order, the self-declared “Luhansk 
People’s Republic” imposed a cur- 
few in the city on May 3, forbid- 
ding people to be outside from 11 
p.m. to 6 a.m. However, even be- 
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fore the curfew, shops closed at 10 
p.m., as people rarely venture out- 
side after dark for fear of their own 
safety. 

Luhansk is just 30 kilometers from 
Ukraine’s eastern border and direct- 
ly on the supply line of weapons and 
irregular volunteers from Russia that 
Western governments say are feed- 
ing the separatist rebellion. Moscow 
denies it is aiding the separatists but 
has done nothing to stop the cross- 
border flow. 

The border guards’ command fa- 

cility which the separatists seized 
in Luhansk on June 4 controls all 
the border posts along the border 
and was central to Kyiv’s efforts to 
curb the flow of men and materiel 
across the border by itself. 
Written by Charles Recknagel in 
Prague based on reporting from 
Luhansk by Vlad Shevchenko; 
Merhat Sharipzhan contributed to 
this report from Prague 
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Lukaszuk deserves 
community’s support 


On May 30 Edmonton Castledowns MLA Thomas Lukaszuk became 
the third and final official candidate in the race for the leadership of the 
Progressive Conservative Party of Alberta — dropping off his nomina- 
tion papers just 90 minutes before the party’s closing deadline. 

Lukaszuk joins former federal Environment Minister and Minister 
of Indian Affairs and Northern Development Jim Prentice and Calgary- 
Hays MLA Ric Melver. 

Born in Gdynia, Poland in 1969, Lukaszuk moved to Canada with 
his family in 1982. He was first elected to represent Edmonton-Castle 
Downs in 2001, and was re-elected in 2004, 2008 and 2012. 

In his time as an MLA, Lukaszuk has served on a total of 21 legislative 
committees, chairing six of them. After being elected to his third term in 
2008, Premier Ed Stelmach named him parliamentary assistant to Muni- 
cipal Affairs Minister Ray Danyluk. On January 13, 2010, Lukaszuk was 
appointed as Minister of Employment and Immigration. On October 12, 
2011, he was sworn in as Minister of Education. Premier Alison Redford 
appointed him Deputy Premier on May 8, 2012, and in July named him 
as Ministerial Liaison to the Canadian Forces. On February 4, 2013 he 
was appointed as Minister of Enterprise and Advanced Education. In July 
2013, he was named one of the 50 most influential Albertans for having 
“proven himself to be one of the most capable and influential members” 
of the government. In a cabinet shuffle on December 6, 2013, he was 
replaced as Deputy Premier by Dave Hancock, Minister of Innovation 
and Advanced Education, and given responsibility for a new ministry of 
Jobs, Skills, Training and Labour. He resigned that position on May 22 
after announcing his leadership bid. 

Lukaszuk, an ethnic Pole who may be of Ukrainian origin, has been a 
consistent supporter of our community, has taken it upon himself to get to 
know the issues that are of importance to our community, has maintained 
close contacts and has consistently come out to our events. This has been 
especially so in the last six months since the Maidan protests began, fol- 
lowed by the fall of the Yanukovych’s regime and the invasion of Ukraine 
by Russia. Lukaszuk has been present at virtually every rally held in Ed- 
monton. As someone who himself escaped from Russian imperialism and 
communist dictatorship he well understands the aspirations of Ukrainians 
for a freedom and democracy. As someone who has consistently sup- 
ported our community, he now deserves our community’s support. 

Lukaszuk has his work cut out for him. He enters this race as a definite 
underdog. One poll placed him at four per cent among voters likely to 
cast a ballot in the leadership race — which is open to all members of the 
Alberta PC Party. At 49% to Mclver’s 18%, Prentice appears to have 
an insurmountable lead. At least 45 sitting MLAs support him. But let’s 
keep in mind that the first ballot won’t be held until September 6, and 
much can happen between now and then. In the two previous Alberta 
PC leadership races both Jim Dinning (2006) and Gary Mar (2011) were 
perceived to be runaway leaders at the outset and had majority caucus 
support. Yet in both cases they lost — Dinning to Stelmach and Mar to 
Redford. In the case of Stelmach, nobody gave him a chance at the outset, 
but he prevailed. And the critical factor in Stelmach’s case was the mas- 
sive support he received from the Ukrainian community. 

So anything can happen in an Alberta PC race, particularly because 
anyone can buy a membership and vote. So if our community and other 
ethnocultural communities as well come out for Lukaszuk, he may stand 
a chance. And in supporting him we will demonstrate that we appreciate 
our friends and supporters 
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Russia, take your 
terrorists back home 


By Andrii Deshchytsia 

(RFE/RL)}—Contrary to expectation, the Krem- 
lin has not recognized the result of presidential elec- 
tions in Ukraine. As of today (June 4), no greeting 
and no official bilateral meeting has been planned for 
Normandy on June 6. Once again, Russian President 
Vladimir Putin is out of tune with world leaders in- 
cluding U.S. President Barack Obama, who have not 
only acknowledged Ukraine’s new president-elect but 
have also met him face-to-face. 

So far, Moscow has merely “respected” the elec- 
tions’ result — just as it did after fabricated referen- 
dums in Ukraine’s eastern regions of Donetsk and 
Luhansk on May 11. In doing so, the Kremlin has 
demonstrated the same reaction to two events that are 
absolutely different in terms of their legitimacy and 
magnitude. 

Russian leaders have made clear that the antiterror- 
ist operation in Ukraine’s east is the stumbling block 
to recognition of the elections by the Kremlin, in fact 
delivering an ultimatum to Ukraine. Obviously, Rus- 
sia’s boycott has no effect on electoral legitimacy or 
world recognition. But it does affect prospects for a 
diplomatic, negotiated settlement of the crisis between 
the two states. 

Sadly, there is another side-effect of the Kremlin’s 
diplomatic and information war against Ukraine’s at- 
tempts to restore order and law in the east of the coun- 
try. By demonizing Ukrainian law enforcement, the 
Kremlin made some foreign observers forget who is 
playing what role in this story. The world is simply 
tired of this avalanche of bad news about Ukraine and 
Russia, and it wants a happy end to this drama sooner 
rather than later. No doubt, we in Ukraine want it even 
more; but let’s not be misled by the Kremlin’s calls to 
stop the operation against terrorists. Rhetoric against 
violence is always successful, unless it comes from the 
aggressor who is himself nurturing the violence. 

It is Kyiv which is calling for an end to the aggres- 
sion because Russian and Russian-backed militants 
are terrorizing and killing Ukrainians in Ukraine. If 
Russia wants to end the violence, it is welcome to do 
so —by taking its terrorists back home and not send- 
ing any new ones. But it is blatantly hypocritical of 
Russia to encourage and foster terror on the ground 


and at the same time blame Ukraine for it. 

The Ukrainian state is dragged into two wars at the 
same time — we have to defend civilians in the east, 
as well as tirelessly prove the legitimacy of these de- 
fense operations, thus repelling Russia’s attacks on 
both the military and information front lines. While 
Chechen gunmen are giving interviews to CNN in 
Donetsk, Ukrainian border guards are heavily at- 
tacked daily from Russia’s territory, tons of ammuni- 
tion and weapons are crossing over the border from 
Russia, and Kyiv is being asked again and again to 
provide evidence of a “Russian hand” in Ukraine. 

Every day, the Ukrainian government keeps ex- 
plaining that calling Russian militants in Ukraine 
“separatists” is illogical because separatists are people 
who fight for their own country, in their own country. 
The militants are not rebels or insurgents either, be- 
cause you don’t bring arms to a foreign state to rebel. 
If you do, you are a terrorist or a foreign soldier. 

Terrorists in the self-proclaimed Donetsk People’s 
Republic (DNR) claim to have publicly executed two 
police chiefs in the town of Horlivka after they refused 
to swear an oath to the terrorists. Militants use civil- 
ians as human shields and harass them if they suspect 
them of pro-Ukrainian sentiments. The same people 
deprived many Ukrainians of their right to vote in the 
May 25 election by blocking polling places, and they 
at one point seized Donetsk’s international airport. 

At the same time, the Ukrainian government keeps 
hearing calls to “be nice” to the militants and to talk 
to them. Who would negotiate on their behalf? Igor 
Girkin, also known as Strelkov, an officer in Russia’s 
foreign intelligence agency who gave orders to kill 
Ukrainians and is now calling for Russia to invade 
Ukraine? Or other similar Russia-backed terrorist 
leaders? 

The Ukrainian government is the party most in- 
terested in putting an end to the violence in eastern 
Ukraine. Sadly, the Russian government is the only 
party that can do so without the use of force. 


Andrii Deshchytsia is the acting minister for foreign 
affairs of Ukraine. He is a former student of Ukrain- 
ian Studies at the University of Alberta, where he 
graduated with a Master's Degree іп 1995. 


Ukrainians made a huge contribution 
to Allied victory in WWII 


Paul Goble, The Interpreter, June 4, 2014 

Moscow propagandists have criticized the plans of 
Ukrainian President-elect Petro Poroshenko to attend 
the 70th anniversary commemorations of the D-Day 
landings in Normandy suggesting that Ukraine was 
not one of the allied countries and that Ukrainians sup- 
ported the Nazis. 

But those implications are untrue, Yury Shapoval, 
a member of the National Academy of Sciences of 
Ukraine, says, and in fact, “Poroshenko is going to 
France as the representative of a people which made 
an enormous contribution to the victory over fascism”. 

In an article in yesterday’s (June 3) Nezavisimaya 
Gazeta, the historian cites the words of Saturday 
Evening Post writer Edgar Snow in January 1945 that 
the eastern front during World War II was not so much 
an example of “Russian glory” but rather “in justice 
should be recognized in the first instance as a Ukrain- 
ian war.” 

“World War II was for many reasons a ‘Ukrainian’ 
[conflict],” the Kyiv author says. On March 15, 1939, 
Hungarian forces invaded Carpathian Ukraine, “which 
had just proclaimed state independence.” The Ukrain- 
ians fought back against what was the first military 
attack by an ally of Hitler, but they lost and were ab- 
sorbed by Hungary. 

And at the other end of the war, on 2 September 
1945, the Ukrainian historian continues, “a young 
general of Ukrainian origin, Kuzma Derevyanko 
signed the act of capitulation by Japan on the Amer- 
ican battleship Missouri.” 

The war passed across Ukraine twice, once “from 
west to east” and then “from east to west.” On its terri- 
tory were at one time “up to 60 percent of the divisions 
of the Wehrmacht and almost half of the military units 
of the Red Army.” In the latter, there were between six 
and seven million Ukrainians. 

Although Moscow has done everything it can to 


understate the Ukrainian contribution, there were 
more than 300 generals of Ukrainian origin in the 
Red Army. The number was in fact larger. Although 
Shapoval does not mention it here, officers of Ukrain- 
ian origin were allowed to change their nationality to 
Russian upon reaching the rank of colonel. 

And the Ukrainians showed they knew how to fight. 
Nearly one in every five Soviet soldiers named a hero 
of the Soviet Union was a Ukrainian. Of the 115 who 
were given the award twice, 32 were Ukrainians, and 
one Ukrainian — pilot Ivan Kozhdeub — received it 
three times. 

Ukrainians did not just fight in the Soviet Army or 
on the territory of their republic, Shapoval points out. 
Between 35,000 and 50,000 Ukrainians served in the 
Canadian military during the war, approximately 11 
percent of that country’s uniformed services. Almost 
40,000 Ukrainians took part in the Overlord operation 
as part of the American military. 

Five thousand Ukrainians in France fought in that 
country’s Foreign Legion, and many rose to leader- 
ship positions in the Resistance. Every eighth mem- 
ber of General Vladyslay Ander’s Polish forces was a 
Ukrainian, even though in most cases, they called and 
were called Poles. 

“The Ukrainian theme sounded loudly and tragic- 
ally in the apocalyptic symphony of the Second World 
War,” the Kyiv academic concludes. “One should not 
forget about that,” however much Russian propagand- 
ists and those elsewhere who follow their lead try to 
obscure the facts of the case. 

Poroshenko thus has every right to be in Normandy 
as the representative of a nation which gave so much 
of its blood and treasure to defeat the common enemy 
of the United Nations. That is especially the case be- 
cause unlike the Soviet Union which Vladimir Putin 
likes to celebrate, Ukraine did not use the end of the 
war for liberation to enslave others. 
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Klitschko aims to clean up Kyiv 


By Tom Balmforth 

(RFE/RL)— Vitali Klitschko’s first task as Kyiv’s 
mayor will be cleaning up City Hall — literally. 

Following his landslide victory in Kyiv’s May 25 
mayoral election, the boxer-turned-politician toured 
his future office, located in a Soviet-era city adminis- 
tration building that was captured by protesters in the 
early stages of the Euromaidan uprising. 

Since then, the 10-story monolith has served as a 
revolutionary headquarters as well as a flophouse, 
cafeteria, and medical clinic for activists. And dozens 
of them still haven’t moved on. 

Coaxing out the revolution’s stragglers is Klitsch- 
ko’s first challenge as city manager — part of a deli- 
cate mission to dismantle the entire protest encamp- 
ment blocking traffic in central Kyiv without stirring 
backlash from Euromaidan activists still suspicious of 
authority. 

“T don’t envy him,” says a smiling Lesya Orobets, 
32, an up-and-coming lawmaker in the Ukrainian par- 
liament who was a hit on the Maidan and who finished 
second to Klitschko in the mayoral race, with 8.5 per- 
cent of the vote. “The people who actually guarded 
Maidan have long gone home, but there are still some 
personalities there, and unwinding things in the center 
of Kyiv in the correct way is going to be difficult.” 

But Maidan diplomacy is far from the mayor-elect’s 
only headache. 

Not only has Klitschko been elected to a weak may- 
or’s office that was neutered by ousted President Vik- 
tor Yanukovych, he also takes the reins after tenures 
widely associated with graft and mismanagement. 

The Ukrainian capital, a metropolis of 2.75 mil- 
lion people, has not had an elected mayor since July 
2012. Since then, it has been ruled by Yanukovych’s 
appointed representative. 

“A lot of problems have stacked up,” says Rosti- 
slav Pavlenko, a lawmaker with Klitschko’s UDAR 
party. “There are a lot of [criminal] mechanisms that 
need to be destroyed. There are infrastructure prob- 
lems with roads and problems with junctions. Also, 
in Kyiv many parks and leisure areas have either been 
destroyed or given over to illegal construction. This 
all has to be looked at.” 

Klitschko ran for mayor on a platform of bring- 
ing transparency to an opaque city government and 
to stamp out graft in the capital. He promised to re- 
view budget decisions under previous city authorities, 
pinpointing misallocations and violations. He also 
pledged to purge corrupt city bureaucrats. He also 
wants to reverse corrupt land rulings over the last five 
years and get more transparency, for instance, in util- 
ity companies. 

One of his main goals is to attract investment to the 
capital of the second-most-populous former Soviet 
republic. “It could be one of the pearls of Eastern 
Europe,” Pavlenko says. “But unfortunately it hasn’t 
been able to develop to its potential for a long time 


because of the problems with corruption and budget 
mismanagement.” 

This is Klitschko’s third bid for mayor and he won 
it resoundingly, with some 56 percent of the vote. He 
has been gradually building political capital for nine 
years and was last on the stump in the parliamentary 
elections in 2012. 

When Yanukovych fled in February, Klitschko in- 
itially planned to run for president, but instead threw 
his support behind confectionaries magnate Petro 
Poroshenko, who won the presidency handily. 

Klitschko retailored his national anticorruption 
rhetoric in a municipal election campaign, borrowing 
at times — somewhat surprisingly — buzzwords from 
Russian President Vladimir Putin, such as “dictator- 
ship of law” and “power vertical.” 

The towering former world heavyweight boxing 
champion made up for a slightly staid stump style with 
his superstar sporting fame, his international back- 
ground, and an image of honesty that he burnished 
with regular street appearances during the Euromai- 
dan uprising. 

The municipal election results have not been com- 
pletely counted yet, but in addition to taking the may- 
or’s office, Klitschko’s UDAR party also appears to 
have won a majority in the Kyiv city council. 

This, and having a powerful ally in President-elect 
Poroshenko, will be vital for Klitschko — not only in 
running the city, but in restoring his full authority as 
mayor. 

Under legislative changes made in 2010 under 
Yanukovych, the president was given the power to 
appoint a powerful city manager, which rendered the 
mayor’s post largely ceremonial. 

The last elected mayor, billionaire eccentric Leonid 
Chernovetskyy, abandoned office in 2012 and the au- 
thorities declined to call snap elections in the capital 
for fear of losing control, analysts say. 

Pavlenko is confident that full mayoral powers will 
soon be restored. 

Will Klitschko be able to clean up the Ukrainian 
capital — both literally and figuratively? Kyiv-based 
political analyst Vitaliy Bala has his doubts. “I am pes- 
simistic about Klitschko as mayor because the mayor 
of Kyiv should not be a politician with ambitions to go 
higher. He should be occupied with the current condi- 
tion of the city,” he says. 

“Klitschko doesn’t have this knowledge,” Bala con- 
tinues. “That means he will have to transfer functions 
and trust someone else and I don’t know how that per- 
son will act.” 

But the former boxer got a vote of confidence from 
an unlikely source — the person he just defeated. “The 
last two mayors...were the most experienced people in 
Kyiv. in terms of managing the city and no one would 
have them back,” Orobets says. “This is a case when 
experience is a negative: it means a person has been part 
of schemes, machinations, and robbery of the city.” 


Goldring returns from Ukraine 


(UkrNews)— After completing a month-long spe- 
cial investigative mission in the south-eastern regions 
of Ukraine at the request of the Prime Minister and 
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Edmonton East Member 
of Parliament Peter Goldring is back in Canada. 

“J was asked to exploré the- impact of the referen- 
dum of Crimea on the ability of Crimean Tatars and 
other minorities to vote in the May 25 early Presiden- 
tial Election in Ukraine, as well as meeting with pol- 
itical, religious, cultural and democracy development 
organizations,” Goldring says. “Having been the only 
Canadian Member of Parliament present for the entire 
2004 Orange Revolution and having served as an elec- 
tion monitor for every presidential and parliamentary 
election there since, in both Russian-speaking and 
Ukrainian-speaking areas of the country I am very 
familiar with Ukraine. It was an honor to be asked to 
participate in this special investigative mission.” 

May 30 Goldring issued a release that was picked up 
by the mainstream Canadian media, in which he stated 
that he bodies of killed insurgent fighters in Ukraine 
are being repatriated to Russia shows that Russian in- 
volvement in attempts to destabilize Ukraine is indeed 
happening, despite official denials. 

“The rebel leader in Donetsk has been calling for 
more Russians to cross the border and support the up- 
rising in Eastern Ukraine,” Goldring said. “And given 
the number of killed Russian citizens whose bodies 
are being shipped back home for burial, it would ap- 
pear that the rebel cry is being heeded by some. I have 
been informed that more than 30 of the 50 rebels killed 

in the Donetsk region were Russian.” 

“The Russian president says there is no Russian in- 
volvement in any conflict in Ukraine,” Goldring said. 
"І suggest he is mistaken. I call on President Putin 


to put some stricter border controls in place to stop 
his citizens from invading Ukraine. There have been 
reports that many of the rebel fighters are Chechen, 
and the Chechen leader says he does not keep track of 
where all his citizens are.” 

Goldring said he finds it incredible that the Russians 
could not stop the flow of armed men crossing the bor- 
der into Ukraine if they wanted to. 

May 27 he said an early morning firebombing of a 
polling station in Kherson failed to prevent voters from 
casting their ballots in the May 25 presidential election. 

Goldring was taken to the polling station in Kherson 
by a member of the Ukrainian Parliament. 

“He told me that a Molotov cocktail had been 
hurled at the location. I could see that because it was 
a concrete structure it had not caught fire, but the win- 
dows were blown out and there was scorching on the 
outer walls. Elections officials arranged for a quick 
sweeping of the glass so voters at the three polls lo- 
cated there would not notice when the polls opened 
later in the day. It was clearly an attempt at intimida- 
tion that failed.” 

Goldring said he is optimistic with the election of 
Petro Poroshenko that Ukraine can move forward to 
deal with the issues that have arisen on the past few 
months, particularly the status of Crimea. 

“Tt is worth noting that this was the first time since 
1991 that the President has been elected on the first 
ballot,” Goldring says. “The overwhelming feeling I 
got from the voters I talked to was that no-one wanted 
a second round of voting. The people wanted to elect 
a president and see stability return to the country. Now 
President Poroshenko can move forward and work to 
bring the country together. I know his goal is a united 
Ukraine, one that includes Crimea.” 


Obama meets 
privately with 
Poroshenko in Warsaw 


(RFE/RL)—U.S. President Barack Obama has met privately in War- 
saw with Ukraine’s President-elect Petro Poroshenko in a show of sup- 
port for Kyiv amid a separatist insurgency in the east. 

The meeting on June 4 came a day after Obama pledged to spend $1 
billion to send more U.S. military to Europe on a temporary basis. 

NATO accuses Russia of being behind the revolt in eastern Ukraine, a 
charge Moscow denies, although it asserts the right to protect Russian- 
speakers in the region. 

Speaking after talks with Polish President Bronislaw Komorowski in 
the Polish capital on June 3, Obama denounced the separatists in eastern 
Ukraine as “a bunch of masked thugs creating chaos.” 

He said a mechanism was needed to return law and order to these areas 
and “this is where Russian influence can be extraordinarily important.” 

Meanwhile, NATO Secretary-General Anders Fogh Rasmussen an- 
nounced on June 3 at a NATO meeting in Brussels that the military alli- 
ance will finalize by the end of June a package aimed at modernizing and 
reforming Ukraine’s armed forces. 

Rasmussen said the defense ministers agreed to bolster the alliance’s 
defense capabilities, in part by stepping up its activities across the Euro- 
pean continent. 

“We agreed that we will continue to reinforce NATO’s collective de- 
fense with more air and sea patrols and more exercises and training from 
the Baltic Sea to the Black Sea and the Mediterranean,” he said. 

At the same NATO meeting, U.S. Defense Secretary Chuck Hagel urged 
NATO allies to raise their defense budgets due to the Ukraine crisis. 

He also called on allies to review how their militaries were trained and 
equipped to meet new security challenges, arguing NATO should expect 
Russia to continue to test its resolve. 

As part of measures to improve NATO’s readiness, Germany, Den- 
mark, and Poland announced plans on June 3 to boost their joint NATO 
corps in the Polish city of Stettin, where around 180 military staff cur- 
rently plan operations and exercises. 

According to the dpa news agency, acting Defense Minister Mykhaylo 
Koval said that Ukraine had the “necessary capabilities to defend the 
country,” although it did have some shortfalls regarding “air defense sys- 
tems, intelligence and communication equipment.” 


PETER GOLDRING 
Member of Parliament 
Edmonton East 


HELPING UKRAINIAN DEMOCRACY 


The more than 1.2 million Canadians of Ukrainian heritage, many 
of them living in Edmonton, have been watching recent develop- 
ments in Ukraine with concern. When the Prime Minister asked me 
to spend most of May in Ukraine on a special democracy mission, tt 
was an honour I felt I could not refuse. The Prime Minister is aware 
of my extensive experience in Ukraine and obviously felt that my 
presence there would be beneficial for both Ukraine and Canada. 

І was the only Canadian Member of Parliament present in Ukraine 

- for the entire 2004 Orange Revolution and have served as an elec- 
tion monitor for every presidential and parliamentary election there 
since, in both Russian-speaking and Ukrainian-speaking areas of the 
country. 

On this mission I was tasked with exploring the impact of the 
referendum of Crimea on the ability of Crimean Tatars and other 
minorities to vote in the May 25 early Presidential Election in 
Ukraine, as well as meeting with political, religious and democracy 
development organizations. 

The situation in Ukraine is very volatile, with a recent change in 
government, a presidential election underway, the annexation of 
Crimea by Russia, linguistic tensions and now violence in Eastern 
Ukraine. П is important the Government of Canada receives reports 
from someone who not only sees exactly what is happening but who 
can put those events in context. 

My most recent visit to Ukraine before this was in December 
2013, when I traveled to Kyiv at my own expense to observe the 
Euromaidan protests. At that time I spoke to a crowd estimated at 
500,000 in Independence Square, something I had also done during 
the 2004 Orange Revolution. 

| think it is important for Canada to do what it can to help Ukraine. 

What do you think? 


nn 


(780) 495-3261 www.petergoldring.ca 
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Recipients of UCU Scholarships and Awards with UCU representaHives Slawko Borys (left) and Walter Kish (right) 


SUSK recognized at UCU 
Scholarship Reception 


(SUSK)—tThe Ukrainian Canadian Students’ Union 
(SUSK) was recognized at the Scholarship Reception 
hosted by the Ukrainian Credit Union Limited on May 
15. The event was held to recognize the achievements 
of Ukrainian Canadian students and award a series of 
scholarships. SUSK extends its congratulations to all 
the UCU scholarship recipients, whose achievements 
are a testament to their success in their academic and 
community lives. 

In order to commemorate its 70th anniversary, 
UCU announced a special award — the 70th Anniver- 
sary Outstanding Community Leadership Scholarship 
and Award. The award consisted of $5,000 for a stu- 
dent recipient, as well as $2,000 for the community 
organization that sponsored the applicant. SUSK is 
tremendously proud of its National Executive mem- 
ber, Olena Kit, who was awarded with this special 
recognition. Olena has served 4 consecutive terms 
on the SUSK National Executive, and was recently 
re-elected as Alumni Director at the 2014 National 
SUSK Congress this past May. 

“Olena is certainly deserving of such recognition. She 


has devoted much of her time, energy and creativity to 
SUSK and to our community. She goes above and beyond 
her duties to ensure SUSK is successful. I’m sure she will 
continue to contribute immensely to our community in 
the future”, said SUSK President Christine Czoli. 

“T am incredibly honoured to receive this scholar- 
ship”, said Kit. “The generosity of UCU is allowing 
me to pursue my academic interests in information 
sciences, learn new skills, and further contribute to the 
Ukrainian Canadian community. I extend my sincere 
gratitude to UCU for their continuous commitment to 
supporting students like myself”. 

Czoli also expressed thanks to UCU for continu- 
ing to support SUSK in its endeavours: “The Ukrain- 
ian Credit Union Limited, as an institutional pillar of 
our community, understands and supports SUSK in 
its work, and for this, we are incredibly grateful. The 
UCU has been one of our steadfast supporters since 
the revival of SUSK in 2007, and without it, we would 
likely not be where we are today. Today’s donation 
will further enable us to continue building a stronger 
Ukzainian Canadian student community.” 


Vitali Klitschko talks with protesters on Independence Square 


Klitschko says won't 
disperse Maidan 


(RFE/RL)—Kyiv’s Mayor-elect Vitali Klitschko has told 
demonstrators gathered on the city’s Independence Square that he will 
not use force to disperse their protest camp when he takes office. 

Media reports say Klitschko addressed a crowd of a few thousand 
people gathered on Independence Square on June 1. 

Three months of Maidan protests drove pro-Russia President Viktor 
Yanukovych to flee Ukraine in February. 

Much of the protest encampment remained even after a pro-Western 
government took office, with holdout demonstrators calling for the 
Maidan to continue until the new government implements important 


(КРАЇНСЬКОЇ МОВИ / Культуру 
кгаїпіал Language and Culture 


» Get university ECTS credits 
* Explore the ancient city of Lviv 
-* Learn Ukrainian with native speakers 
~~» Immerse yourself in the culture, traditions 


and language of Ukraine он 
й Ел і ce щої Klitschko had earlier called оп demonstrators to fold their tents and go 
For more Information visit www.studyukrainian.org.ua/or call our Ukrainian home. 


Ukrainian media reports said the crowd on June 1 booed Klitschko, 
cheering only when he said early parliamentary elections were needed. 
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Over 2,000 attend 
dance celebration 
at Ukrainian Village 


(UkrNews)—Over 2,000 attended the Celebration of Dance the 
Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Village, 50 kilometres east of Edmonton, 
May 19. 

This annual festival also marks the opening of the season at the village 
which is an open-air museum recreating Ukrainian pioneer life in Alberta 
during the late 19" and early 20" centuries. 

This year’s performers included: Kvitka Ukrainian Dance Club (Red 
Deer); St. Paul & District Ukrainian Dance Club; My Ukrainian Dance 
Academy (St. Albert); Edmonton School of Dance; Verkhovyna School fue З ов 
of Ukrainian Dance (Edmonton); Vegreville School of Ukrainian Dance; PHOTOS — MARCO LEVYTSKY 
Viter Ukrainian Dancers (Edmonton); Cheremosh School of Dance (Ed- Edmonton School сно Dance 


monton); Sopilka School of Ukrainian Dance and Ensemble (Vegreville) 
oe - Б 
ее 


and Two Hills Ukrainian Dancers 
оо Abert 
sor 


The Celebration of Dance offers one of Alberta’s largest Ukrainian 
dance extravaganzas featuring a variety of dance groups of all ages from 

~ NEW VENUES! 
...Learn about your 


across Alberta. 
The day started with a pancake breakfast hosted by the Friends of the 
| 
| Heritage with work- 
М: shops, seminars 8. 


Other family friendly activities include a village market, musical enter- 
tainment, horse-drawn wagon rides, sheep shearing, exhibitors and trad- 
itional Ukrainian food. 

There was also a display of images of the Ukrainian Cultural Heritage 
Village taken over a 25-year period by Images Camera Club, on display 
in the Silska Domiwka Friends Hospitality Centre 


. S FREEA ADMISSION to all venues except Grandstand 
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_| ~ Б amazing Grandstand Shows! 
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Kin _ Ha 


Volya! 


Ukrainian Village Society, followed by a Divine Liturgy at St. Nicholas 
Russo-Greek Orthodox Church 
Throughout the day, costumed role players welcomed the new spring 

season with authentic sights and celebrations in the historical village. 
more! 
...Food Market on 
Saturday! Take home 

jams, mustards, bbq. 


Dunai Dancers 


: an and UB Band : : 
Го ~ Yarmarok Marketplace--old favourites : n een new 
й vendors 
~ Food Vendors with delicious Ukrainian food, 
| menu items | 
“Hypnotist Wayne Lee | | ~ Folk Art Display, Workshops & Seminars 
Georgina's Dance Academy} ~ pioneer Demos: rope making, flour mill, blacksmithing 
Aaron Pack Band ~ Outdoor bread baking Artables, Pysanka 
Spivohrai Childrens Choir | ~ {nduction of Harry Mynzak into Music Hall or Honour й Моваїс.. ‘MORE! 


Sopilka ~ Band Showcase & Cultural Showcase і 4 
~ Petting Zoo, Kid’s Craft Corner, meet Ronald McDonald | Ei wy follow ust 


Bavarian Schuhplattlers 
Chaika Orchestra...MORE! | ~ ву & Tenting available on-site 


AND MORE! 
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Галина Терещук. Радіо Свобода 


Полтава, Суми, Луганськ, Донецьк, 
Запоріжжя, | Дніпропетровськ,  Кри- 
вий Ріг Миколаїв - вісім концертів 


«Піккардійської терції» протягом десяти 
днів. Ці гастролі, кажуть музиканти зі 
Львова, змінили їх, а люди утвердили у 
них відчуття потрібності. Пікардійці, які 
щойно повернулись у Львів, поділились 
з Радіо Свобода своїми враженнями 
від виступів і спілкування з людьми у 
регіонах, де ситуація небезпечна. 

Концертний тур українськими 
регіонами пікардійці запланували торік 
восени, ще задовго до Майдану. Од- 
нак не відмовились від поїздки, попри 
ситуацію на Донбасі і навіть попри те, 
що таки мали внутрішній страх, оскільки 
розуміли, що їдуть у місця, де вбива- 
ють. Довелось скасувати лише виступ у 
Маріуполі. Задля безпеки також довелось 
відмовитись від переїздів від міста до 
міста автобусом. Лише один раз у потязі 
в Донецьку львів'яни, як 1 інші пасажири, 
пред'являли паспорти. 

«У Донецьку так звана «ДНР» когось 
шукала по наводці. Перед тим, як потяг 
мав їхати, вони підійшли до провідниці. 
Поїзд рушив, зупинявся, знову рушив, 
кілька разів так було. На пероні кри- 
ки. Прийшли два, один в балаклаві, 3 
пістолетами. Дивились паспорти, у потязі 
були батьки з маленькими дітьми. Але по- 
дивились лише паспорти, якби побачили 
прописку, могла бути біда», - розповів 
Андрій Капраль. 

В усіх містах, окрім Луганська 1 До- 
нецька, зали були переповнені. В окре- 
мих містах львів'яни мали по два концер- 
ти. Дехто з донеччан і луганчан відверто 
говорив, що побоявся прийти на концерт, 
що ввечері небезпечно повертатись. 

У всіх містах, як тільки співали 
пісню «Гей, плине кача», люди встава- 


ли, піднімаючи українські прапори, а 
потім вигукуючи - «Героям (Слава!». 
Емоції, енергетику, яку львів'янам по- 
дарували глядачі, реакцію публіки - не 
купиш за жодні гроші світу, зазначають 
пікардійці. Вони навіть не сподівались 
на такий щирий прийом і овації, як, для 
прикладу, у Миколаєві, коли люди після 
концерту зібрались на вулиці 1 чекали ко- 
лектив. Публіка подарувала музикантам 
підтвердження, що вони недарма стільки 
років працюють і дарують своє мистецт- 
во. Адже найважливіше  почуватись 
потрібними у цьому світі. 

«Ми змінились під час цих виступів. 
Ми ще більше підтвердили своє 
розуміння, що Небесна Сотня загинула 
недарма. Принаймні, за такі речі, коли 
говорять «Слава Україні!», вся публіка у 
тих містах, де нещодавно це гасло вважа- 
ли «фашистським», а зараз це нормально, 
набуло іншого звучання. Це властиво за- 
слуга Майдану, шкода, що через кров, але 
це те, заради чого варто жити, майбутнє 
за такими людьми», - каже Славко Нудик. 

Піккардійці не сподівались, що їх чека- 
ють 1 так емоційно сприймуть у східних 
і південних областях. У концертних за- 
лах у всіх містах були присутні чотири 
покоління родин - від літніх до малень- 
ких діток. 

«Ми були вражені, що люди аплодують 
і, водночас, усвідомлюють смерть сотень 
людей, встаючи і плачучи. Вразили світлі 
обличчя, всі розуміють, що напруження 
у країні, але люди прийшли, щоб на дві 
години продовжити собі життя. Кожне 
місто вразило. Люди дякували після кон- 
церту. У Луганську i Донецьку говорили 
- хлопці ви не уявляєте, що ви зробили 
для нас, це важлива для нас підтримка, бо 
ми зараз покинуті, але ми розуміємо те- 
пер, що ми не самі, що в нас хтось вірить 
і за нас переживають», - розповів Андрій 


Заручники угруповання «ЛНР» 
розповідають про тортури 


Влад Шевченко, Радіо Свобода 

У захопленій сепаратистами будівлі 
Луганського обласного управління СБУ 
можуть перебувати десятки заручників, 
вважають громадські активісти. Бранці, 
яким вдалося покинути будівлю, заявля- 
ють, що їх залякували та били. Лідери 
сепаратистів ці факти заперечують. 

Будівля обласного управління СБУ 
після захоплення проросійськими сепа- 
ратистами перетворилася на їхній штаб. І 
водночас - на нову тюрму для луганців. 
Сюди бойовики доправляють тих, хто 
викликає в них підозру. 

Олексій Біда - один із лідерів громадсь- 
кого сектору луганського Євромайдану 
- був змушений відчути Ha собі 
«гостинність» нових господарів будівлі 
СБУ. 

«Побили, допитали... Перший етап — 
це просто зламати людину, побити, заля- 
кати. Били руками, ногами, гумовим кий- 
ком, нагайкою, ланцюгом. Все це відчув 
на собі», - розповідає колишній заручник. 

Кати  випитували, скільки платять 
за майданівську діяльність. У полоні 
хлопець провів майже добу. Врятував 


його розголос, який влаштували інші 
громадські діячі та журналісти. 
Приклад Олексія Біди - не виня- 


ток. Луганський журналіст, який зараз 
переховується у Львові, стверджує, що 
його катували три дні. На спині демонструє 
сліди від гумових куль та нагайки. Скау- 
та Руслана Залізняка забрали до будівлі 
СБУ та били, тому що знайшли у рюкзаку 
червоно-чорний прапор. Вважали, що хло- 
пець належить до «Правого сектора». 

А журналістів В'ячеслава Бондаренка 
та Максима Осовського звинуватили у 
шпигунстві. 

Так званий «прем'єр-міністр» угрупо- 


вання «ЛНР» Василь Нікітін запевняв, що 
затримані хоч і вороги, але з ними пово- 
дяться добре. 

«Ми не звірі, не фашисти. Ніхто над 
ними знущатися не буде. Їх годують тричі 
на день. Вони прекрасно себе почувають. 
Вживати заходи фізичного впливу ми не 
збираємося. Ми ніколи цього не робили. 
Повірте» - заявляє Нікітін. 

Хлопці пробули у полоні кілька днів, а 
після звільнення - потрапили до лікарні. 
В Осовського численні забої, у Бондарен- 
ка ще й травма голови, розповіла Радіо 
Свобода представник правозахисного 
центру «Поступ» Юлія Красильникова. 

Найбільша загроза потрапити у заруч- 
ники - для журналістів та громадських 
активістів, каже активістка. І дає поради, 
як уникнути полону. 

«Краще або виїжджати з міста, або, 
якщо люди залишаються в місті, то пере- 
бувати в безпечних місцях, по тих адре- 
сах, де вони зазвичай не бувають, які ніде 
не вказані, як їхнє місце проживання. Не 
провокувати в плані фото-відео зйомки», 
- сказала Юлія Красильникова. 

У підвалах СБУ можуть перебува- 
ти десятки людей, вважають активісти. 
Підтвердити ці дані складно, адже 
бранців тримають окремо один від одно- 
го. За словами Юлії Красильникової, з 
низкою людей досі немає зв'язку. Зокре- 
ма, з учасником громадського сектору 
Іллею Єфремовим та актором Кирилом 
Головченко, якого бойовики підозрюють 
у зв'язках із «Правим сектором». Та- 
кож у будівлі СБУ перебуває командир 
територіальної оборони Темур Юлдашев. 

Наразі i Юлія Красильникова, i Олексій 
Біда, і чимало інших активістів покинули 
Луганськ. Кажуть, що повернуться після 
завершення антитерористичної операції. 
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На Сході більші українці, аніж думають галичани 


Капраль. 

«Мешканці міста, які побороли раб- 
ство, вони прийшли до нас. Нині це 
вже інше Запоріжжя, Дніпропетровськ, 
Миколаїв, Суми, Полтава, Кривий Ріг. Ти 
приїжджав у Дніпропетровськ - готель, 
майданчик, готель і поїхав у Львів. Ти 
не мав відчуття атмосфери міста. А тут у 
Запоріжжі - ти відчуваєш, що отут козаки 
наші. Розумієш, що ось пішов вулицею 
сучасний Тарас Бульба», - каже Роман 
Климовський. 

«Цей дух невмирущий. У Луганську 
i Донецьку не ми герої, що приїхали, бо 
виконували музику, а ті герої, хто прийш- 
ли. Бо сусіди їм можуть сказати, що ходи- 
ли до западенців. Але ці люди прийшли і 
не побоялись, і це дорого», - продовжує 
Славко Нудик. 

Під час концертної мандрівки львівські 
музиканти вкотре переконались, що 
нині питання мови у державі взагалі 
не є на часі. Бо спілкувалися з людьми 
українською, їм відповідали російською 
і не відчували проблем. До слова, 
«Піккардійська терція», за понад два 
десятиліття свого існування не виконала 
жодної російськомовної пісні. Пояснює, 
що надто багато російських пісень зву- 
чить довкола, а колектив має свій непо- 
вторний стиль 1 несе професійно своє ми- 
стецтво людям. 

«Вони українці набагато більші, аніж 
ми думаємо. Просто питання в тім, що їм 


23 роки говорять про те, що вони не знати 
хто, вони вірять у ті речі, про які ми вже 
забули. Людям постійно брехали, що вони 
годують усю державу, що в Галичині одні 
шизофреніки, які хочуть їхати і вбивати. 
Їм все заплювали і вони вірять у брехню. 
Чим більше брехні, тим більше вірять. 
Слід зламати стереотипи і говорити лю- 
дям чесно, тоді вони адекватно сприй- 
муть», - зауважив Роман Климовський. 

Щоби поєднати Схід і Захід, варто 
проводити державну політику, спрямо- 
вану на усвідомлення українцями, що 
вони нащадки великих людей, живуть на 
прекрасній землі, слід вирівняти і підняти 
в громадян самооцінку. 

«У нас прекрасна країна, чудові люди 
i це всі мають знати. Люди мають їздити 
i дивитись, які у нас прекрасні куточки. 
Треба намагатись зрозуміти людей з Лу- 
ганська. Будь-де є мудрі люди і нам треба 
на багатьох з них відкрити очі і подиви- 
тись. Там нічого іншого немає, шахтар 
змушений підкорятись «папіку», який їх 
щемить і ще вказує, що говорити», - на- 
голосив Андрій Капраль. 

Це не була комерційна поїздка, кажуть 
музиканти, радше це стало культурною 
місією, яка була передусім корисною 
справою i ще раз довела митцям, що да- 
руючи іншим щирість - отримаєш ще 
більше позитивних емоцій. Бо важко ви- 
скочити з потяга брехні і ненависті, вря- 
туватись можна лише у чесності і любові. 


Озброєні сепаратисти 
обстрілювали житлові квартали 


Валерія Дубова, Радіо Свобода 

28 травня в Донецьку відновились бої 
в районі аеропорту. Озброєні сепара- 
тисти важкою артилерією вели обстріл 
військової частини, 
неподалік летовища. Обстріл вівся із 
житлових кварталів, така ж тактика ви- 
користовувалась ними цього дня і в 
Слов'янську, де вони спробували влаш- 
тувати провокацію проти українських 
військових. Українські бійці захопили 
кількох бойовиків із великою кількістю 
зброї, у штабі АТО дякують донечча- 
нам за допомогу і запевняють - операція 
скоро закінчиться. Тим часом у місті 
криміногенна ситуація різко погіршилась, 
зокрема, люди з автоматами масово зай- 
маються грабунками. 

28 травня протягом дня донеччани чули 
гучні постріли, вибухи та гул винищувачів 
- активна фаза 0 антитерористичної 
операції відновилась у місті. 

Озброєні сепаратисти 3 мінометів 
обстрілювали територію зенітної ракетної 
військової частини Збройних сил України, 
яка розташовується неподалік від aepo- 
порту. 

У Міністерстві оборони говорять, що 
прицільний вогонь зловмисники вели 
із зелених насаджень зі сторони aepo- 
порту по адміністративній території 
частини, де на той час перебували 
військовослужбовці. Одна з мін бойовиків 
розірвалася біля санітарної частини, ще 
одна на стройовому плацу. Постраждалих 
серед українських військовослужбовців 
немає. 

Олексій | Дмитрашковський, 
офіцер антитерористичної 
розповів Радіо Свобода, що цей 
обстріл був покликаний  спровокува- 
ти українських військових на вогонь у 
відповідь. «Це така тактика, вони ведуть 
вогонь із населених пунктів, щоб ском- 
прометувати військових. Але армія не 
стріляє у відповідь, не відкриває вогонь 
у бік житлових районів», - пояснив прес- 
офіцер. 

Також, за його словами сили АТО за- 
хопили кількох терористів, а разом з 
ними багато зброї. Водночас, чимало 


прес- 
операції 


розташованої 


бойовиків намагаються домовитись зі 
штабом операції і «здають» своїх, тож за- 
раз у військових є достатньо інформації 
про бази й пересування озброєних 
сепаратистів. Олексій Дмитрашковський 
при цьому подякував донеччанам за ко- 
рисну інформацію щодо бойовиків та ви- 
тримку мешканців міста. 

Прес-офіцер Олексій Дмитрашковсь- 
кий розповів Радіо Свобода про ситуацію 
того дня у Слов'янську. 

«Сьогодні у Слов'янську  терори- 
сти стріляли з житлових районів, а 
потім влаштували перехресний вогонь, 
щоб таким чином зімітувати обстріл 
українськими військовими. Хочу на- 
голосити, що наша армія не відкривала 
вогонь у напрямку житлових районів», 
- зазначив Дмитрашковський. Він до- 
дав, що офіційних даних щодо жертв се- 
ред мирного населення немає, але точно 
є поранені. Крім цього, зараз є чималий 
потік біженців із міста через такі події. Та- 
кож у штабі антитерористичної операції 
Радіо Свобода розповіли, що, за їхніми 
даними, на території Донбасу працює 
група із приблизно двох тисяч російських 
диверсантів, кавказців та казаків, проте 
прикордонна служба Росії не пускає назад 
групи терористів, які сьогодні намагалися 
перетнути кордон у напрямку Російської 
Федерації. 

Тим часом вдень у Донецьку відбулась 
хода із кількох сотень шахтарів, які пра- 
цюють на державних підприємствах. 
Вони пройшлись під гаслами проти 
АТО та київської влади, при цьому, циф- 
ра учасників не складає навіть одного 
відсотка усіх гірників області. 

Профспілковий лідер Микола Волинко 
заявив, що шахтарів залякуваннями «виг- 
нали» на мітинг, «терористи з «ДНР» по- 
грожували підірвати шахти». При цьому, 
він нагадав, що галузь є дотаційною, тож 
без київської влади люди залишаться без 
роботи. У той же час, антиукраїнська про- 
паганда в регіоні триває, чимало людей 
вірить міфам про «каральну операцію» 
та економічну успішність місцевих шахт, 
але широкої програми протидії таким 
спекуляціям на Донеччині досі немає. 
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Jaroslaw Nicholas Kolomijchuk 
was known to many of us as Slav- 
ko, Jerry, Chuk or Kolo. He was 
born in Calgary on December 11, 
1962 to Artem Kolomijchuk and 
Olena Budnyk. His parents named 
their newborn son after Knyaz 
Yaroslaw Mudriy, an 11" century 
grand prince of Kyiv. 

Slavko was raised in Calgary in a 
religious and patriotic home. He was 
an excellent student who loved go- 
ing to school. He attended Balmoral 
Elementary Jr. High and Crescent 
Heights High School where he ге- 
ceived numerous awards. 

As a young boy, Slavko was 
an altar boy at Assumption of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary Ukrainian 
Catholic Parish in Calgary, аї- 
tended Ridna Shkola, was a mem- 
ber of the Boy Scouts and also of 
the Ukrainian Youth Association 
CYM in Calgary and in Edmonton. 
He enjoyed his summers at CYM 
camps at Pigeon Lake and in Win- 
nipeg. Slavko was raised to believe 
in a free Ukraine and even though 
one would say he was a gentle soul 
he was a fierce patriot of anything 
Ukrainian. Over the years he was 
always an active participant in 
many political rallies and demon- 
strations to bring attention of the 
developments in Ukraine to the 
world. Because of his genuine care 
for Ukraine, Slavko took on many 
roles in many Canadian Ukrainian 
organizations. In his young adult 
years Slavko took on the important 
role of President of CYM, Calgary 
branch. Later, he became a mem- 
ber of the League of Ukrainian 
Canadians, and accepted positions 
such as: treasurer of Verkhovyna 
Ensemble, and Auditor of the fi- 
nancial statements of the Ukrain- 
ian Youth Association CYM, Ivan 
Franko School of Ukrainian Stud- 
ies, and at St. George’s Parish. 

Slavko loved to learn new things. 
He would often sit, watch and learn 
from his parents and their friends 
as they fixed things around their 
houses or as they repaired their 
vehicles. Around his own family he 
became known as “Mr. Fix It’. This 
valuable trait gave him satisfac- 
tion when he was asked to help out 
family and friends in their homes. 

Sports seemed to come natur- 
ally to Slavko. During his youth, 
he played high school football and 
hockey right up to Bantam level. 
He even enjoyed a good tennis 
match with many of his friends. 
Slavko loved to keep active. With 
his friends he played floor hockey 
and loved to take in a golf games. 
He loved joining in play with his 
children, whether it was Frisbee, 
Ping-Pong, throwing a_ baseball 
around, tennis, or a soccer game. 
He even made backyard skating 
rinks for his children in the winter. 
Not only did he play sports, but 
also he was a talented dancer and 
member of the Tryzub Ukrainian 
Dance Ensemble. 


2; 


Jaroslaw Kolomijchuk 
(1962 - 2014) 


Slavko was also talented music- 
ally. Growing up, he took mando- 
lin lessons. He entertained audi- 
ences everywhere with his man- 
dolin, such as at the opening of the 
Ukrainian Youth Unity Complex, 
at his daughter’s piano recital and 
of course, his most loved perform- 
ances were with the St. Nicholas 
Mandolin Ensemble. He used his 
rich voice and sang in the Verkhov- 
yna Ukrainian Choir. 

Slavko completed the Survey- 
ing Technology program at SAIT. 
He began his first job as a surveyor 
with UMA in Calgary. In 1986, 
Slavko moved to Edmonton. He 
worked with a few smaller sur- 
vey companies before accepting a 
position in the survey department 
with the Government of Alberta. 
If Slavko was ever affected by 
lay-offs in surveying, he never sat 
idle, but used the opportunity to 
explore his different interests, of 
which there were many. His love 
for geography allowed him to train 
as a travel agent and he enjoyed his 
work with Wardair. When this job 
came to an end, he used his ability 
to be precise and meticulous with 
his hands, and was trained as an 
Energy Efficient Home Renovation 
Installer. He later pursued his great 
interest in health sciences and com- 
pleted training through NAIT as a 
certified nursing attendant. Here 
he was awarded as having one of 
the best communication skills in 
his class. Slavko always completed 
any course or training at the top of 
his class. In 2005, he returned to 
the job he truly enjoyed and took a 
position with Stantec Consulting as 
a surveyor, where he worked until 
October of 2013. Slavko always 
took great pride in all of his work. 

Slavko was a very spiritual per- 
son with a great deal of faith, which 
was instilled in him by his mother, 
Olena, and his aunt, Sr. Ewdokia. 
Together with his family, he was a 
parishioner at St. George Ukrain- 
ian Catholic Church in Edmonton. 
He read spiritually uplifting ma- 
terial, getting messages that would 
give him strength and build on his 


passes away 


strong faith. 

In May of 2001, after a misdiag- 
nosis of migraine headaches, Slav- 
ko was first diagnosed with a brain 
tumour and had emergency surgery 
to remove the large frontal mass. 
After a period of radiation, chemo- 
therapy and recovery time, Slavko 
was able to fully function in life. 
He even devoted time to establish a 
branch of the Brain Tumour Foun- 
dation in Edmonton. 

Exactly 10 years after his brain 
surgery, in 2011 spots were once 
again discovered in his brain. His 
wish was to keep his diagnosis and 
therapy a secret from everyone 
because his mother was not well 
and he did not want to worry her. 
Luckily, he was still able to func- 
tion with work and day-to-day ac- 
tivities. After his mother’s passing 
in April of 2012, Slavko completed 
his treatment and was cancer free 
for the next year. 

In July of 2013 an MRI had re- 
vealed that cancer had returned 
to his brain. Unfortunately, there 
were only few possible treatments 
left for him to try. Sadly, none of 
them worked for him and was he 
was unable to continue working 
after Thanksgiving weekend last 
October. 

Slavko’s wife, Irka, and their 
three children, Stefania, Pavlo, and 
Andijko, took it upon themselves 
to be by his side and care for him in 
the comfort of our own home for the 
last six months of his life. They were 
as committed and loyal to him as he 
was to them in his healthier days. 
Only 3 days before he passed, the 
family had come to the realization 
that they could no longer safely care 
for Slavko at home. Slavko passed 
away on Palm Sunday morning. 

Slavko will always be remem- 
bered as a caring, gentle and 
humble person who lived his life 
journey day by day, in a positive 
manner, even in the face of ad- 
versity. He was a brave man. He 
had a smile that lit up a room; so 
happy and appreciative to see his 
friends and family. Slavko was a 
loyal, kind, generous and fun loy- 
ing friend who would always make 
himself available to his friends. 

Slavko leaves to mourn his wife 
Irene, his 22-year-old daughter 
Stefania, 20-year-old son, Pavlo 
and 14-year-old son Andrijko. 
He also leaves his grieving father 
Artem, Brothers: Thor, Taras and 
Vera Kolomijchuk; Sister: Lesia 
and Marco Levytsky; Nephews: 
Yarema and Charlene Kolomij- 
chuk, Bohdan and Holly Kolomiy- 
chuk with their children Tyler and 
Chelsea; Niece Christine and Kelly 
Kope and their daughter Cailyn; 
Mother-in-law Olga | Нігпіак; 
Brother-in-law Eugene and Dar- 
lene Hirniak and their daughters 
Rebecca, Jessica and Sarah; and 
Goddaughter Oksana Soletsky. 

Forever Remembered. 
Vichnaya Pamyat’ 


UWC calls on FIFA to revoke 
Russia’s hosting of 2018 World Cup 


(UWC}—May 28 Ukrainian World Congress 
(UWC) President Eugene Czolij issued a letter to the 
President of the Fédération Internationale de Foot- 
ball Association (FIFA), Joseph S. Blatter, calling 
for FIFA to revoke the privilege of Russia to host the 


2018 FIFA World Cup. 


The letter highlighted the aspirations of the Ukrain- 
ian people to live in dignity in a democratic country 
that respects human rights and fundamental freedoms, 
Where the rule of law prevails and European values 
are espoused. The ability of Ukrainians to shape the 


integrity. 


future of their choice, however, is being illegally and 
brutally sabotaged by Russia, an aggressor that refus- 
es to respect Ukraine’s independence and territorial 


The importance of sport as a force for global unity 


and peace is indisputable. The blatant disregard by 


President Vladimir Putin for international law, in- 
cluding the UN Charter, and his total disdain for the 
calls of the international community to cease Russia’s 
aggression, violate the principles of FIFA and funda- 
mentally undermine the spirit of sport. 
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Holodomor Writing 
Competition winners 
announced 


By Kalyna Kardash 

In 2013 the third Holodomor 
Writing Competition was held 
under the auspices of the Ukrain- 
ian Canadian Congress (UCC). 
This year’s competition, adver- 
tised across the country resulted 
in 26 accepted submissions from 
many parts of Canada including 
Toronto, Hamilton, Winnipeg, Ed- 
monton, North Battleford, Ottawa, 
Yorkton and Mississauga. This was 
also the first time that the compe- 
tition was promoted in Canadian 
school boards, and the Toronto 
Holodomor Education Team is 
pleased to announce that some of 
the entries from non-Ukzainians re- 
ceived honourable mentions. 

The Holodomor Writing Com- 
petition was open to high school 
students 14 to 19 years of age. 
Using historical facts of the 1932- 
33 Holodomor in Ukraine, students 
were able to choose to submit an 
entry in any of the following cat- 
egories: historical short fiction, 
historical research essay, poetry 
or lyrics for a song, interview with 
or biography of survivor, dramatic 
skit or short play. Entries could be 
submitted in English or Ukrainian. 
The Toronto Holodomor Education 
Team is pleased to announce that 
there were 12 submissions in the 
Uktainian language and 14 in Eng- 
lish. 

The adjudicators, who are pro- 
fessional educators and historians, 
would like to thank everyone for 
their entries, and note that they had 
a very difficult time choosing this 
year’s winners. After carefully re- 
viewing each submission, the judg- 
ing panel selected the three win- 
ners as well as seven honourable 
mentions. Congratulations go out 
to: First Place ($700): Sofiya Yusy- 
povych, Toronto (Historical short 
fiction); Second Place ($500): Yana 
Kibalnyk, Edmonton (Historical 
short fiction); Third Place ($300): 
Melania Antoszko, Edmonton 
(Historical research essay); Hon- 
ourable Mentions ($100 each): Jo- 
seph Sliva, Yorkton (Historical re- 
search essay); Luke Joseph Savard, 
Winnipeg (Historical short fiction); 
Anna Lopatnyuk, Hamilton (His- 
torical short fiction); Marko Boy- 
chuk, Edmonton (Historical short 


Sofiya Yusypovych 


story); Luca Settembrini, Toronto 
(Historical poem); Brittany Chirko, 
Winnipeg (Historical short fiction); 
Sergio Raez Villanueva, Missis- 
sauga (Historical short fiction) 

The information about the winners 
and their submissions will be placed 
on the UCC website under the Na- 
tional Holodomor Education Com- 
mittee: www.ucc.ca/programs/com- 
mittees, the Toronto UCC website: 
www.faminegenocide.ca, and on the 
Holodomor Research and Education 
Consortium (HREC) website: www. 
holodomor.ca 

Special thanks to the five ad- 
judicators who donated their time, 
expertise, and energy: Dr. Olga 
Andrievsky, Dr. Oksana Kuryliw, 
Oksana Levytsky, Olivia Pyni- 
ansky and Lidia Smilka. Moreover, 
this competition would not have 
been possible without the gener- 
ous funding of prize money pro- 
vided by the Ukrainian Canadian 
Congress, the organizing efforts of 
the National Holodomor Education 
Committee (Valentina Kuryliw, 
Chair) and the Toronto Holodomor 
Education Team (Lesia Korobaylo, 
Coordinator), and the support of 
the Holodomor Research and Edu- 
cation Consortium of the Canadian 
Institute of Ukrainian Studies. 

The Toronto Holodomor Educa- 
tion Team is currently reviewing 
future competition requirements 
and is expanding the scope of en- 
tries, which may include DVDs, 
PowerPoints, slideshows, and other 
electronic media as well as written 
submissions. 


Ukrainian News is 
now available at the 
following locations 

in Edmonton: 


Chateau Louis Hotel 
Continental Inn 

Meest - Edmonton 

St. Nicholas Ukrainian 
Catholic Church 


Богдан Кордан 


Виставка про українські 
грошові банкноти 


1917-1920 років 


Микола Сорока 

1 червня 2014 р. у приміщенні Інституту св. Івана відбулося 
відкриття пересувної виставки "Гроші, суверенність і влада: грошові 
банкноти революційної України, 1917-1920”. Тема виставки якоюсь 
мірою перегукувалася із сьогоднішніми подіями в Україні, що знову 
змушена відстоювати свою незалежність перед агресією Росії. Адже 
грошові банкноти у 1917-1920 роках служили не лише засобом 
товарообміну, а й символом державної суверенности. 

Куратором виставки був д-р Богдан Кордан, професор міжнародніх 
відносин відділу політології Коледжу св. Томаса Мора Саскаче- 
ванського університету та директор Степового центру дослідження 
української спадщини при коледжі. Вказуючи на намагання молодої 
української держави утвердити свою суверенність, він відзначив, 
що значною мірою використання символіки грошей лежало в основі 
цього процесу 1 включало звернення до історії народу, його героїв, 
зображення національних образів 1 ландшафту. Гроші також вка- 
зували на особливість історичного моменту та спроби побудува- 
ти демократичне суспільство із залученням різних етнічних груп. 
Тому на окремих банкнотах були написи українською, російською, 
польською та єврейською мовами. А широке використання тризуба 
творило історичну спадкоємність від київських часів князі Володи- 
мира. 

Експозиції виставки підготував Степовий центр дослідження 
української спадщини. Саме у Саскатуні минулого року відбулася 
прем'єра виставки при допомозі Українського музею Канади. Про- 
тягом перших чотирьох місяців цього року виставка відбулася у 
Вінніпезі за сприяння Осередку української культури й освіти. 

Виставка в Едмонтоні стала можливою завдяки організаційним 
зусиллям Альбертського товариства сприяння українським студіям 
(президент Богдан Медвідський), яке підтримує українознавчі 
проєкти, діяльність різних організацій та поширює знання про 
українську науку, освіту й культуру в канадському суспільстві. 
Виставка в Едмонтоні триватиме до кінця липня, після чого 
планується її проведення в інших містах Західньої Канади — 
Вікторії, Калгарі, Летбриджі та Йорктоні. 

У 2010 р. підтримана товариством виставка проф. Кордана про 
поштові картки дореволюційної України відбулася у Королівському 
музеї Альберти в Едмонтоні і мала неабиякий успіх. 


Зразок паперової банкноти 


Фракцію регіонів 
залишили ще 20 депутатів 


(Радіо Свобода) -З фракції Партії регіонів у Верховній Раді 
вийшли 20 депутатів. Про це на засіданні парламенту оголосив 
голова Верховної Ради Олександр Турчинов, 3 червня. 

Фракцію регіоналів залишили Євген Балицький, Олександр 
Васильев, Володимир Вечерко, Сергій Горохов, Віталій Грушевський, 
Анатолій Денисенко, Віталіна Дзоз, Олександр Дудка, Олександр 
Козуб, В'ячеслав Лук'янов, Валентина Лютікова, Євгеній Мураєв, 
Володимир Олійник, Таїсія Повалій, Олександр Пономарьов, Юрій 
Самойленко, Володимир Струк, Віктор Тихонов, Володимир Чуб. 

Дотепер у фракції Партії регіонів перебували 103 депутати. Від 
кінця лютого колись найбільше депутатське об'єднання в парламенті 
втратило понад половину свого складу. 


Петро Кралюк - проректор 
Острозької академії 

Про генерала-майора Сергія 
Кульчицького я дізнався уже 
після загибелі з цього repos 
під Слов'янськом. Бачив його 
фотографію, читав про нього 
відгуки. Схоже, це не був «пар- 
кетний генерал», яких у нас 
доволі. Про нього згадують, що 
він, як правило, знаходився по- 
ряд із бійцями, жив з ними в 
наметі, їв просту солдатську 
їжу, яку часто сам готував. Їздив 
і літав туди, де були його бійці. 
Був суворим, але людяним. Деякі 
російські ЗМІ тішаться: мовляв, 
убили генерала, який «мочив 
колорадів». 

Біографія генерала Кульчиць- 
кого теж говорить про те, що 
це військовий до мозку кісток. 
Народився в сім'ї офіцера, який 
служив у радянських військах, 
дислокованих У Східній 
Німеччині. Народився, до речі, 
у Ваймарі - місті Гете. Закінчив 
Уссурійське суворівське, потім — 
Далекосхідне загальновійськове 
училище. Вісім років служив у 
важких умовах Заполяр'я. Але 
як тільки Україна стала незалеж- 
ною, повернувся на батьківщину 
своїх предків, служив y (її 
армії. Був заступником  на- 
чальника управління Західного 
територіального / командування 
внутрішніх військ МВС України. 

Звідки в Кульчицького ці 
«військові гени»? Чи не спра- 
цювало тут родове походження? 
Адже Кульчицькі — старовинний 
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Генерал Кульчицький захищав 
під Слов'янськом Україну 


Генерал-майор Сергій 
Кульчицький 


село Кульчиці на Самбірщині 
відоме ще з ХПІ століття. 
Село, до речі, ділилося на 
Кульчиці Шляхетські й Кульчиці 
Рустикальні, тобто сільські. Саме 
з Кульчиць походив один із най- 
кращих українських полководців 
Петро Конашевич-Сагайдачний. 
Рід Кульчицьких-шляхтичів гер- 
бу Сас розрісся, доля порозки- 
дала представників цього роду 
по різних краях. Дехто з них за- 
був про шляхетське походження 
і славу свого роду. Та гени все 
одно дають знати про себе. 
Серед | Кульчицьких були 
відомі вчені, філософи, пись- 
менники. Але передусім вони 
прославилися своїми воїнами. 
Це й зрозуміло. Адже шляхтичі 
- люди, що вміли воювати й 


но, найбільш знаний серед 
Кульчицьких-вояків | -  Юрій- 
Франц, герой Віденської бит- 
ви 1683 року. Саме завдяки 
його діям вдалося зняти об- 
логу турецького війська зі 
столиці Австрії. Австрійці по 
праву вважають Юрія-Франца 
національним героєм. До того ж 
віннавчив віденців, а потім інших 
європейців вживати каву. Саме у 
Відні Юрій-Франц відкрив пер- 
шу в Європі кав'ярню. Поет-воїн 
Михайло Кульчицький загинув, 
захищаючи від німців Сталіград. 
Ще один Кульчицький, Володи- 
мир, був убитий 18 лютого 2014 
року, обороняючи Євромайдан у 
Києві. Цей список Кульчицьких 
можна продовжувати... 

I B цьому списку героїв гене- 
рал Сергій Кульчицький буде на 
одному з перших місць. Так, за- 
гинув він далеко від родинного 
гнізда своїх предків - на Донбасі. 
Але мимоволі напрошується 
паралель. Як його далекий 
предок Юрій-Франц оборонив 
Відень від східних турецьких 
орд, так і генерал Кульчиць- 
кий обороняв під Слов'янськом 
Україну, зрештою, 1 Європу, від 
новітньої «східної орди». I під 
Віднем у 1683 році, як і зараз 
під Слов'янськом, відбувається 
не просто битва. Це, за вели- 
ким рахунком, війна цивілізацій. 
Цивілізації | європейської |і 
цивілізації азійської. 

На жаль, у цій війні гене- 
рал Кульчицький загинув. Але, 
сподіваюся, пам'ять про нього збе- 


шляхетський рід. Їхнє родове 


захищати рідну 


землю. ШПев- Режеться, як і про Юрія-Франца. 


Українці після Майдану переживають 
розгубленість, тривогу 1 страх 


Галина Терещук, Радіо Свобода 

Півроку тому, 30 листопада, на Майдані у Києві 
було жорстоко побито студентів. Ця подія обу- 
рила людей і стала поштовхом до ще більшого 
протистояння. Українці піднялись на революцію 
гідності, щоб відстояти людські цінності. Як Май- 
дан змінив українців? Який наслідок на громадян 
має неспокій у країні, що триває вже півроку? 

До 30 листопада львів'янин Андрій Скоп 
приїжджав на Майдані час від часу. | грудня 
приїхав 1 практично не виїжджав з Києва до кінця 
лютого. В усі найважчі і кровопролитні дні був се- 
ред побратимів. Поруч на Майдані жив у наметі 
й малював його тато, український художник і 
дослідник сакрального мистецтва - Лев Скоп. 

Друзі Андрія зауважили, що Майдан його змінив. 
У чоловіка загострилось відчуття справедливості, 
правди і чесності. «Я отримав досвід у спілкуванні 
з людьми, - розповідає Андрій Скоп. - Став 
жорсткіший і більш цинічний, частіше сльози на- 
вертались. Але це все вже з'явилось після Майда- 
ну. Там ми виносили людей, а після Майдану при- 
йшли болісні відчуття. У мене і багатьох хлопців 
було відчуття, що ми щось не зробили, щоб вряту- 
вати людей. Відчуття болю. На Майдані зрозумів, 
що треба чітко розділяти чорне і біле». 

Чоловік вважає, що з майданівцями потрібно 
більше спілкуватись, залучати їх до громадської 
діяльності. А ще Андрій відчуває відповідальність 
за країну, тому сам активно включився у гро- 
мадську роботу і був серед ініціаторів створен- 
ня організації, яка допомагає майданівцям пра- 
цевлаштуватись. Щоб не почуватись розгубле- 
ним, майданівець працює над собою, вірячи, що 
ситуація у країні зміниться. 

Сьогодні громадяни України відчувають 
розгубленість, яка пов'язана з різними травма- 
ми, наголошує Олександр Фільц, головний лікар 
Львівської обласної психіатричної лікарні. За його 
словами, у східних областях ця травма пов'язана 
з намаганням зберегти дуже специфічні свободи 
донецького регіону, при цьому там втрачається 


безкарність, є насильство. Мешканці центральної 
частини країни, де зосереджена влада, пережива- 
ють повне безсилля з огляду на події на сході. У 
західних регіонах люди відчувають розчарування, 
що не відбулись соціальні зміни, не змінюється си- 
стема влади, суди залишились корумпованими. А 
саме за сучасні цінності і права стояв Майдан. 

«Стилістика державна не міняється. Травма у 
різних частинах України є різна, але вона настільки 
серйозна, що люди почуваються розгубленими», — 
пояснює фахівець. 

«Не треба себе тішити ілюзіями, що ми можемо 
добре ситуацію розуміти 1 характеризувати. Ми не 
маємо такого досвіду ситуації і такого переживан- 
ня, наша держава не була у таких воєнних подіях, 
наша держава не була така різна у воєнних подіях, 
ми не маємо досвіду», - каже Олександр Фільц. 

Майдан змінив кожного - тих, хто там проводив 
весь час, хто бував зрідка, хто спостерігав за подіями 
через медіа, переконаний психіатр Сергій Рослюк. 
Позитивні зміни у тому, що представники всіх 
регіонів відчувають себе частиною громадянського 
суспільства, посилилось відчуття відповідальності 
за країну, стала виразнішою самоїідентифікація наро- 
ду, зросло відчуття справедливості і загостреної пра- 
воти. Водночас, каже експерт, наростає у суспільстві 
і безпорадність. 

«Є розчарування, розгубленість і наростає 
агресія. Від 2004 року Україна вже пережила бага- 
то розчарувань. Протягом багатьох поколінь буде 
відгукуватись те, що ми зараз переживаємо», — го- 
ворить Сергій Рослюк. 

Українське суспільство півроку після початку 
Майдану переживає постійний неспокій, триво- 
гу і страх. Люди бояться, що на кордоні стоять 
російські війська, що у східних областях триває 
війна i вона може поширитися на всю країну. Bo- 
дночас українці стали носіями високої чутливості 
до загальнолюдських 0 проблем, цінностей 1 
конфліктів і якщо суспільство знайде шляхи 
вирішення сучасної соціальної кризи, то стане 
прикладом для всього світу, переконані фахівці. 


a | 
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ESO, ОСНУ jointly present Symphony at the Village 


(ESO/UCHV)—On June 14, 2014, the Edmonton 
Symphony Orchestra will perform an evening concert to 
celebrate culture, history and musical favourites at the 
Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Village, June 14. 

Artistic Director Bill Eddins will lead an exciting program 
that celebrates classical music at an open-air museum that 
preserves the stories of hardships and triumphs of Canada’s 
oldest and one-time largest settlement of Ukrainian 
pioneers. Audiences are invited to bring their favourite 
lawn chair and hear the sounds of Lysenko’s Taras Bulba: 
Overture, Zuckert’s Fantasia on Ukrainian Themes. In 
addition to classical Ukrainian music, the program will 
appeal to all audiences with a selection of Hollywood scores 
and timeless hits by Ian Tyson and Gordon Lightfoot. Pre- 
concert entertainment by guest performers Trembita will 
set the stage for a magical evening where a hundred years 
of history, masterful musical performances and mouth- 


- watering Ukrainian fare collide. Trembita performs at б 


time the Edmonton Symphony Orchestra performs at 
Alberta’s premier Ukrainian-themed attraction. “A concert 
at the Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Village presents our 
audiences with a unique venue to celebrate the meeting of 
the performing arts, culture and heritage,” explains Michael 
Schurek, Director of Community Relations, Winspear 
Centre and ESO. “Much like how the historical role- 
players at the Ukrainian Village set the stage for visitors 
to travel back in time and experience Alberta’s history, our 
musicians are excited to help present a musical journey that 
pays tribute to the Ukrainian history and identity within 
east central Alberta in an accessible outdoor environment.” 

Tickets for the performance are only $25 (+ service 
charges), children six and under are free but require a ticket 
for concert entrance. To purchase, visit ExploreEdmonton. 
com or call the Winspear Centre at (780) 428-1414 or toll 
free at 1-800-563-5081. 

Note: Ticketholders receive complimentary general 


day and are encouraged to arrive early to explore more than 
30 historic structures prior to the concert. The Ukrainian 
Cultural Heritage Village is open daily from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. This event is supported through marketing partnerships 
with Edmonton Tourism and the Travel Alberta Cooperative 
Marketing Program. 

The ESO’s current roster includes 56 local and 
international musicians, performing repertoire ranging from 
classical masterworks to pops and children’s concerts. As 
one of Canada’s leading orchestral ensembles, it provides 
community enrichment to help raise Edmonton’s profile. 
This is the ESO’s 62™ season and the 9th year under the 
leadership of Eddins. 

Trembita is a Ukrainian folk band based out of Edmonton 
that performs traditional and original Ukrainian music. 
They have been a part of the folk and polka scene for over 
three decades and produced three CD’s — the “Blue” album 
(1987), “Faces” (1991) and most recently “Keep Calm and 


pm, ESO at 7 pm. This concert will mark the 


Dnipro Choir rehearses wi 


Dnipro celebrates 60 years 


first 


th the chamber orchestra 


with “Musical Kaleidoscope” 


(UkrtNews)—The Ukrainian Dnipro Ensemble is 
celebrating six decades of choral music excellence 
with “Musical Kaleidoscope”, its 60th Anniversary 
Concert, 7 p.m. Sunday, June 29, 2014 on the Shoctor 
Stage at the Citadel Theatre. 

All selections featured in this concert were com- 
posed or arranged by Canadian composers of Ukrain- 
lan descent: Serhiy Eremenko, Yuri Fiala, Roman 
Hurko, Oleksander Koshets, Larysa Kuzmenko, 
Zenoby Lawryshyn, Denise Lucyshyn, Joanna Estelle- 
Storoschuk and Willi Zwozdesky. 

“IT am honored to have this opportunity to share 
the vision, musical excellence and achievements of 
Ukrainian Canadian composers of the 20" and 21* 
centuries,” says Dnipro’s Artistic Director and Con- 
ductor Irena Szmihelsky. 

“Artistic and cultural expression ceremoniously 
blossoms and thrives through the many gateways 
of opportunity on Canadian soil. With gratitude and 
pride, the choir’s journey is inspired with hope, mo- 
tivated by dedication and guided by faith in the midst 
of Ukrainian Canadian conductors, composers and ar- 
rangers who deservingly merit recognition for their ac- 
complishments,” she adds. 

Exclusive to the Edmonton concert will be the pre- 
miere of “Spokonvichni luny”, a choral-instrumental 
work by Andriy Talpash of Edmonton, commissioned 
especially for this anniversary. 

Spokonvichni Luny (2012) is a 30-minute compos- 
ition for choir and chamber orchestra in three large 
sections. The work uses for its text portions of six 
poems from Volodymyr Skorupskiy’s Spokonvichni 
Luny: Legendy i Mity (1977). Each of the six poems 
reflects on a pagan god from Ukrainian and Slavic 
mythology. Many customs and rituals, both secular 
and religious, that Ukrainians celebrate today have 
roots in pagan mythology and its gods. The six gods 
that are depicted in Spokonvichni Luny are Svaroh, 
Marena, Veles, Perun, Stryboh, and Dazhd’boh. 

Talpash says his inspiration came from Skorupskiy’s 
poems. “I found the language quite lovely and descrip- 
tive.” 

The music will reflect their personalities. 

“This is not the type of music that I typically write,” 
adds Talpash. “The type of music that I usually write 
is avant garde, dissonant and aggressive. This music is 


tonal, has key signatures. It’s consonant, but I main- 
tain a level of complexity in the way I approach the 
consonance in the way I present the textures. Гт a 
textural composer and I like to work with ideas that 
are texturally motivated, rather than think of melody 
and accompaniment so much.” 

Sixty years ago, Roman Soltykewych and a group 
of fellow devotees of Ukrainian choral music found- 
ed the Dnipro Male Chorus whose primary concern 
was to promote and perpetuate the finest elements 
of Ukrainian choral music. In 1971, Dnipro became 
a mixed choir, and in 1974, with the addition of an 
orchestra and dance troupe, the mixed choir became 
the Ukrainian Dnipro Ensemble of Edmonton. Over 
400 Edmontonians have been members of this choir 
throughout its history. 

The current generation of Dnipro Choir expanded 
upon the original mandate of promotion and preser- 
vation by commissioning new works and performing 
widely. Under the direction of Maria Dytyniak, who 
assumed the baton in 1976, the choir pursued an in- 
creasingly ambitious course which included annual 
concerts, countless community appearances, fundrais- 
ing activities, vocal workshops, the staging of full- 
scale operas, international tours, numerous collab- 
orative performances with the Edmonton Symphony 
Orchestra, and the privilege of a 19-year-long artis- 
tic relationship with Maestro Wolodymyr Kolesnyk, 
the former conductor and artistic director of the Kyiv 
State Opera and Ballet Theatre. 

In 2011, Irena Szmihelsky became Dnipro Choir’s 
third conductor. She has continued the outstanding 
work of the choir, recently collaborating with Ottawa’s 
Maestro Laurence Ewashko in the form of a series of 
choral workshops. Together with Gloria Zaharia, as- 
sistant conductor, and Irena Tarnawsky, long-time 
Dnipro Choir accompanist and collaborative pianist, 
Szmihelsky has planned this uniquely exciting all- 
Canadian repertoire. 

Following the Edmonton performance, Dnipro 
Choir will embark on a tour to Eastern Canada and 
USA from June 30 — July 7, 2014 dlls in Ot- 
tawa, Montreal, and New York. 

For tickets ($30), call the Citadel Bay Office (780- 
425-1820), Susan (780-430-6407), or email info@ 
dniprochoir.com. 


admission to the Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Village on this 


Polka On” (2012). 


DakhaBrakha 


DakhaBrakha to 


perform at Folkfest 


krNews)—A group from Kyiv will be among the performers at this 
year's Edmonton Folk Music Festival, organizers announced at media 
conference, May 28 

DakhaBrakha is quartet that reflects fundamental elements of sound 
and soul. 

Incorporating tradition Ukrainian ”*bilyi spiv”, the vocal technique de- 
veloped to project sound across large outdoor fields with world rhythms, 
the quartet creates a world of unexpected new music they term Ukrainian 
“ethnic chaos. 

The name DakhaBrakha is original, outstanding and authentic at the 
same time. It means “give/take” in the old Ukrainian language (davaty 1 
braty in contemporary Ukrainian). 

DakhaBrakha was created in 2004 at the Kyiv Center of Contemporary 
Art “DAKH” by the avant-garde theatre director — Vladyslav Troitskyi. 
Theatre work has left its mark on the band performances — their shows 
have never been staged without the scenic effects. 

Accompanied by Indian, Arabic, African, Russian and Australian 
traditional instrumentation, the quartet’s astonishingly powerful and 
uncompromising vocal range creates a trans-national sound rooted in 
Ukrainian culture 

At the crossroads of Ukrainian folklore and theatre their musical spec- 
trum is intimate then riotous, plumbing the depths of contemporary roots 
and rhythms, inspiring “cultural and artistic liberation”. 

DakhaBrakha has played more than 300 concerts and performances 
and has taken part in numerous international festivals in Ukraine, France, 
Great Britain, Ireland, Austria, Slovenia, Netherlands, Belgium, Czech 
Republic, Slovakia, Romania, Italy, Spain, Portugal, Greece, Germany, 
Finland, Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Russia, Belarus, Georgia, Hungary, 
Poland, China, Australia, USA, Canada, Columbia. 
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On May 2-4 Ukrainian educators from across Canada 
met in Edmonton for the 2014 Ukrainian National Teach- 
ers’ Conference. This was the second conference of its kind 
help in North America dedicated to excellence in Ukrainian 
language teaching, leading and learning. The conference 
theme, “Ukrainian Language Education in the 21st century” 
attracted 85 conference participants from across Alberta, 
Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Ontario and Quebec. 

The conference kicked off on May 2 with a banquet, en- 
tertainment and a panel discussion focusing on the question, 
“Ukrainian language education in the 21 st century. Where 
are we now and where will we be in 2030?” The panelists in- 
cluded a university faculty member, community educational 
representatives, teachers and a graduate of the Ukrainian bi- 
lingual program. 

The conference offered participants a variety of sessions 
on topics such as assessment, the application of technology 
in language teaching and learning, research-based best prac- 
tices and the role of Ukrainian language education in the 
present and future. 

The keynote speakers at the conference were Dr. Roman 
Shyyan, Director of the Institute for Teacher Development and 
Training in Lviv and Dr. Olenka Bilash, from the Faculty of 
Education at the University of Alberta. Dr. Bilash’s keynote 
address was entitled “Global Best Practices: Effective 21st 
Century Language and Culture Learning Strategies” and Dr. 
Shyyan’s keynote explored the topic, “What is the direction 


Participants of the National Ukrainian Teachers’ Conference 
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Teachers’ Conference held in Edmonton 


of Ukrainian language education in the 21st century,” in light 
of the current political situation in Ukraine. Keeping with the 
theme of 21st century learning, Dr. Shyyan and Dr. Olena 
Husar from the University of Ternopil joined the conference 
‘virtually’, delivering sessions and participating in discussions 
with conference participants via technology. Special activities 
planned to enhance the conference participants’ experience in- 
cluded a trip to the Ukrainian Cultural Heritage Village and of 
course, a trip to West Edmonton Mall. 

There were a number of educational and community orga- 
nizations that helped support the conference which include 
the Alberta Foundation for Ukrainian Language Education 
(AFUES), Ukrainian Canadian Congress, Institute for Inno- 
vation in Second Language Education (IISLE) at Edmonton 
Public Schools, Ukrainian National Federation, Edmonton 
Branch, Ukrainian Language Education Centre (ULEC) at 
the University of Alberta and the Teachers of Ukrainian, 
Second Language and Intercultural Council (SLIC) of the 
Alberta Teachers’ Association. 

At the conference, ULEC was recognized as a leading cen- 
tre in supporting the development of Ukrainian education. It 
was represented by six participants. In her presentation at 
the opening round table (May 2), ULEC acting director and 
associate professor in the Department of Modern Languages 
and Cultural Studies, University of Alberta, Dr. Alla Ne- 
dashkivska, addressed the challenging question of the future 
of Ukrainian education from the perspective of teaching and 


learning of Ukrainian at the post-secondary level. 

On May 3, Dr. Nedashkivska, along with her two graduate 
students, Olena Sivachenko and Oksana Perets, organized a 
panel on “Digital Technologies, Blended-Learning and Stu- 
dents’ Motivation: Ukrainian at the Post-Secondary Level.” 
Sample on-line resources were also on display. 

ULEC participation in the conference was accompanied 
with an impressive display of its resource materials includ- 
ing Nova, Tut i tam, and Budmo series, the ULEC Publi- 
cations Catalogue, and other enrichment resources, which 
teachers could buy or order. Hands on support from ULEC 
team members Halyna Klid and Mykola Soroka was wel- 
comed by attendees. 

This conference brought together Ukrainian educators, 
community members, and parents to meet and discuss strat- 
egies for enhancing the teaching and learning of Ukrainian. 
Conference participants underscored the importance of con- 
necting with Ukrainian language educators both locally and 
nationally to share ideas, best practices, resources, and to 
build a support network. Plans are underway for the next 
National Ukrainian Teachers’ Conference which will be held 
in Toronto in May, 2016. 

Please visit shkola.ca to learn more about the conference. 
Submitted by Olena Hartsula and Melody Kostiuk, 
Conference co-chairs, and Yanina Vihoyska, President, 
Teachers of Ukrainian SIG, with additions from the Ca- 
nadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies 


Symposium 5 participants 
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CIUS co-sponsors symposium on Ukrainian Orthodoxy 


(CIUS)—On May 8-10 the Ukrainian Self-Reliance As- 
sociation of Canada, with sponsorship from the Ukrainian 
Orthodox Church of Canada, St. Andrew’s College, and the 
Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies, organized a con- 
ference at St. Michael’s College, University of Toronto, 
titled, “Ukrainian Orthodoxy in the Global Family of Ortho- 
dox Churches: Past, Present and Future.” The symposium 
brought together prominent historians, theologians, religious 
studies scholars, clergy and activists from all Orthodox ec- 
clesiastical formations in Ukraine, the Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church of Canada, the Ukrainian Catholic Church, the Ecu- 
menical Patriarchate, and the Orthodox Church in America 
to discuss the Kyivan Orthodox tradition within the context 
of world Orthodoxy and the current religious situation in 


Ukraine. 

Dr. Heather Coleman, Director of the Program on Reli- 
gion and Culture, welcomed delegates on behalf of CIUS, 
noting that, at this time of turmoil in Ukraine, a time when 
the churches have reached out their hands to civil society and 
to one another, it is particularly important to gather experts 
from the churches and academia to explore the past, present, 
and future of the Kyivan tradition. She also participated, 
together with Archimandrite Victor Bed, Dr. Volodymyr 
Bureha, and Dr. Serhii Plokhii on a panel, “The Develop- 
ment of, and Challenges Faced by, the Ukrainian Kyivan 
Orthodox Tradition.” Her paper, “Defining a Kyivan Ortho- 
doxy: Parish Clergy and Local Religious Practice in Kyiv 
Diocese in the 19th Century,” addressed the challenges that 


Orthodox priests in Right-Bank Ukraine faced in defending 
local traditions after their region was incorporated into the 
Russian Empire in the 1790s. Jars Balan, Administrative Co- 
ordinator of the Kule Ukrainian Canadian Studies Centre at 
CIUS, served as one of the organizers of the symposium. 

At once a scholarly and a religious event, participants see 
it as the beginning of further research collaborations and 
co-operation between churches. Fr. Dr. Paul Gavrilyuk (St. 
Thomas University) noted delegates’ great desire to unite 
around the Kyivan tradition and termed the symposium the 
“most significant church eyent in the life of the Ukrainian 
Orthodox diaspora in the last half century.” Similarly, Arch- 
priest Andrii Dudchenko (Kyiy) called it “the beginning of 
genuine dialogue.” 
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Poroshenko rolls up his sleeves} UCU vice-rector to receive 
Ukraine’s new president’s top priorities 


By Robert Coalson 

(RFE/RL)— Chocolate magnate Petro Poroshenko, 
who was elected president May 25, will have to start 
tackling some daunting tasks to stabilize a country 
in the grips of economic, political, and geopolitical 
crises. 

Legitimacy 

Poroshenko’s election as president as the result of 
a broadly respected election is big step toward ce- 
menting the legitimacy of the Ukrainian government. 
That legitimacy has been under question by Moscow 
since the ouster of President Viktor Yanukovych in 
February. 

Russia has continued to argue that Yanukovych is 
the legitimate president of Ukraine and has refused to 
hold direct talks with Kyiv. Moscow has used the pur- 
ported “coup” in Kyiv as justification for its annexa- 
tion of the Ukrainian Black Sea peninsula of Crimea 
in March and its support for pro-Russian militants in 
eastern and southern Ukraine. 

The Economy 

Ukraine’s economy has been in a tailspin since 
at least the middle of 2012. The budget deficit has 
reached 12 percent of GDP and the country needs $35 
billion in assistance just to break even. 

Aid promised by the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) and the World Bank comes with serious auster- 
ity-policy strings attached that could be difficult for 
the Ukrainian public to swallow. 

International lending institutions are calling for up 
to 10 percent of public-sector workers to be dismissed 
and for domestic natural-gas prices to be raised by 50 
percent. The Ukrainian currency lost about 25 percent 
of its value in the first quarter of 2014, driving up the 
prices of imported goods. 

The IMF predicts the Ukrainian economy will con- 
tract by 5 percent in 2014, while the European Bank 
for Reconstruction and Development’s forecast of a 7 
percent decline is even darker. 

The Conflict in The East And South 

Poroshenko has said that stabilizing the situation in 
the regions of the country where pro-Russian militants 
have been active in recent months is his top priority. 

“The first steps that our whole team will undertake 
from the start of the presidency should be focused on 
ending the war, ending chaos, ending lawlessness, and 
bringing peace to the Ukrainian land,” he told a press 
conference in Kyiv on May 25. 

However, the self-proclaimed separatist authorities 
in Donetsk and Luhansk did their utmost to disrupt 
and discredit the presidential election. They seem in 
no mood to enter into talks with Poroshenko, even 
though he has said he will travel to Donetsk as soon as 
he formally assumes the presidency. 

On the day before the election, separatist leaders 
from eight eastern and southern Ukrainian regions 
met to discuss the formation of an independent state 
of Novorossia. Militants in the region continue to get 
moral and material support from allies in Russia, al- 
though some analysts have sensed the Russian goy- 
ernment itself might be backing away from them. 


Relations with Russia 

Poroshenko has already said that relations with 
Russia are among the most important for Ukraine. He 
has said he would like to negotiate a new security ar- 
rangement with Moscow. 

At the same time, there have been signals in recent 
days that Moscow will be willing to talk with Poro- 
shenko, after months of not recognizing the legitim- 
acy of the government in Kyiv. 

However, any attempt to “reset” relations between 
the two countries could founder on two daunting ob- 
stacles. First, Ukraine in general — and Poroshenko in 
particular — do not recognize Moscow’s annexation 
of Crimea. Poroshenko said on May 26 that resolving 
the “Crimea question” is “one of the top priorities” 
of the Ukrainian government. He defined the Crimea 
question as “the return of Crimea to Ukraine and the 
protection of Ukrainians living in Crimea.” 

Second, Moscow intends to restrict Ukraine’s Euro- 
pean integration. In particular, Moscow is seeking a 
“guarantee” that Ukraine will never join NATO, but it 
remains unclear what form such assurance must take 
to satisfy Moscow, says analyst Masha Lipman of the 
Moscow Carnegie Center. 

“Whether that will be some written document or, more 
likely, some more radical means through which Russia 
will be able to control the situation in Ukraine, or to con- 
trol Ukraine’s perspectives — all of that will depend on 
how the so-called work with the new government will 
proceed, if in fact it begins at all,” Lipman says. 

“Russia has very serious levers [of influence in 
Ukraine]. Russia is using them actively,” she con- 
tinues. “So far, at least, there are no signs in Russian 
policy that Russia is interested in any kind of normal- 
ization in Ukraine.” 

Holding Together the Base 

While dealing with the economy, the restive re- 
gions, and Russia, Poroshenko must also satisfy key 
demands of the Euromaidan movement that brought 
him to power. 

He will most likely have to proceed as rapidly as 
possible to signing the Association Agreement with 
the European Union that Yanukovych balked at in 
November 2013 — sparking the movement that ul- 
timately drove him from office. Doing so, however, 
will not simplify his tasks in persuading the eastern 
regions to disarm or in mollifying Moscow. 

Already some Maidan stalwarts have expressed dis- 
may at the election of an oligarch from the pre-Maidan 
political elite as president and the fact that parliament 
is still dominated by the same old faces. 

The Maidan activists are pushing for sweeping sys- 
temic changes, including constitutional reform, tough 
anticorruption measures, and lustration of officials 
ties to crimes from the Yanukovych regime or from 
the Soviet era. 

“People did not come out onto the street just for 
Yanukovych to flee and new people to replace him,” 
Yehor Sobolev, a Maidan activist and former journal- 
ist who has been leading the lustration call, told RFE/ 
RL in April. “That’s simply not enough.” 


Insurgents attack border-guards camp 


(RFE/RL)—Ukraine’s border guard service says 
hundreds of pro-Russian insurgents have attacked one 
of its bases in the eastern Luhansk region. 

The border service said the battle was still going on 
hours after the insurgents tried to storm the camp in 
the early hours of June 2. 

It said at least five rebels had been killed and eight 
injured. It also said seven border officers had been 
injured, some critically. A separatist spokesman con- 


firmed only one injured rebel. 

The border service accused the insurgents of hiding 
in surrounding apartment blocks and on roofs and of 
using civilians as “human shields.” 

A spokesman said the border guards eventually re- 
ceived air cover from fighter bombers that managed to 
destroy “two mortar crews of militants.” 

Fresh fighting was also reported in Slovyansk, a 
rebel stronghold in neighboring Donetsk region. 


Pro-Russian troops evict other rebels 


(RFE/RL)—In an apparent sign of infighting, one 
faction of pro-Russian insurgents in eastern Ukraine 
has reportedly evicted another faction from the 
regional administration building in Donetsk that has 
served as the separatists’ headquarters. 

Members of the so-called Vostok Battalion were re- 
portedly upset after other rebels looted a supermarket 
near the Donetsk airport after a deadly battle on May 26. 

The Vostok members seized the looted goods on 
May 29 and cleared away barricades outside building. 

Western media reports said heavily armed fighters 
of the Vostok Battalion flooded into Donetsk the pre- 
vious weekend. Many are believed to be from Chech- 
nya and other areas in the Caucasus. 

The U.S. State Department said on May 29 that U.S. 
Secretary of State John Kerry had raised concerns 


about foreign fighters entering Ukraine — particularly 
Chechens — with Russian Foreign Minister Sergei 
Lavrov. 

Meanwhile, Kerry has said Russian troops massed 
on Ukraine’s borders are moving back toward Mos- 
cow, but there are still “danger signs” — with evidence 
of trained Russians crossing into eastern Ukraine. 

Kerry told PBS TV late on May 29 that evidence 
shows “trained personnel from Chechnya, trained in 
Russia” are infiltrating Ukraine “to stir things up, to 
engage in fighting.” 

The White House expressed concerns advanced 
weapons “from the outside” are being used by sep- 
aratists after a Ukrainian helicopter was shot down on 
May 29 — killing 14 soldiers, including an army gen- 
eral. 


Truman-Reagan Award 


(UCEF)—Myroslavy 
Marynovych, former dissident and 
current vice-rector for university 
mission at the Ukrainian Catholic 
University (UCU), will receive the 
Truman-Reagan Medal of Freedom 
on June 11. The award will be pre- 
sented by the Victims of Commun- 
ism Memorial Foundation in the 
Library of Congress and at the site 
of the Victims of Communism Me- 
morial on Capitol Hill. 

According to Lee Edwards, PhD, 
chairman of the foundation, “The 
Truman-Reagan Medal of Freedom 
is awarded each year by the Victims 
of Communism Memorial Founda- 
tion to those individuals and insti- 
tutions that have demonstrated a 
life-long commitment to freedom 
and democracy and opposition to 
communism and all other forms 
of tyranny. Past recipients include 
Pope John Paul П, Vaclay Havel, 
Elena Bonner, Lech Walesa, Sen. 
Joseph Lieberman, Rep. Tom 
Lantos, Vaira Vike-Freiberga, and 
other champions of liberty.” 

This year the foundation is cele- 
brating the fall of the Berlin Wall 
and its20th anniversary. Two dec- 
ades ago, the U.S. Congress unani- 
mously authorized the VOCMF to 
commemorate the tens of millions 
of victims who suffered and died 
under communist rule. The bi-par- 
tisan foundation continues to tell 
the story of the victims’ suffering, 
heroism, and humanity. 

In the award letter sent to 
Marynovych, Edwards wrote that: 
“Your life’s work exemplifies the 
spirit of U.S. Presidents Harry 
Truman and Ronald Reagan, who 
worked tirelessly to ensure that 
Communist tyranny would not 
permanently enslave those nations 
held captive by the Soviet Union. 
At this ceremony and throughout 
your visit to the United States, we 
look forward to celebrating your 
courageous opposition to Com- 
munist rule in your native Ukraine 
and your important work in starting 
the Ukrainian Helsinki Group.” 

Marynovych is a Ukrainian 
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human rights activist and distin- 
guished civil-society leader. Born 
to a religious family under Soviet 
rule, Marynovych was conscripted 
into the Red Army in his twen- 
ties. In 1977, he was arrested as an 
agitator and sentenced to 7 years 
of hard labor and 5 years in exile. 
He worked to found the Ukrain- 
ian Helsinki Group, a group that 
monitored the Soviet government’s 
compliance with the 1975 land- 
mark human rights accords, and 
in 1991 he founded and chaired 
the Ukrainian chapter of Amnesty 
International. A frequent writer 
and contributor to public debates, 
Marynovych has been involved in 
many human rights groups in his 
native Ukraine and has spoken out 
strongly in support of the pro-dem- 
ocracy protests there. 

Marynovych has worked at the 
Ukrainian Catholic University in 
Lviv since 2000. The recipient of 
many academic and human rights 
awards, Marynovych has been 
awarded the Ukrainian Order of 
Liberty, an honor granted by the 
Ukrainian Parliament to recognize 
the extraordinary efforts of cit- 
izens of Ukraine to strengthen the 
sovereignty and independence of 
Ukraine, develop democracy, and 
advocate constitutional rights. 
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dymphony at the Village 


A hundred years of history 
masterful musical performances and 
mouthwatering Ukrainian fare 
collide. Slap on some sunscreen, 
bring your favourite lawn chair and 
join us for an evening open-air 


concert presented by the 
Cultural Heritage Village 


Saturday, June 14 
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Anniversary Concert 


An all-Canadian program featuring the music of Ukrainian Canadian composers 


with the world premiere of 
“Spokonvichni Luny - Eternal Echoes” 
by Andriy Talpash 
commissioned by Олірго Choir 


ігепа Szmihelsky, Artistic Director 
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2014 Eastern Canada/USA Tour: 


Ottawa, July 1 / Montreal, July 2 / Eliemmille, New York July 6 
For more information please visit waw.dniprochoir.com 
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form the Hopak 


Shumka Headiices Toronto Festival 


(BWVTUF) 
and dance will headline the Bloor West Vil- 
ronto Ukrainian Festival from Sep- 

14, 2014, thanks to a 


t from Celebrate Ontario 


Two powerhouses of music 


Lenerous 


, one of Ukraine’s top bands, will ap- 
pear on the Festival’s Main Stage at Bloor 
Street West and Jane Street in a performance 
that kicks off at 9 p.m. on Saturday, September 
13. The group’s members have released three 
CDs of folk-rock songs with influences of ska 
and Ukrainian chanson. Currently 
ing eight, they will perform in two additional 
Festival events on September 12 and 13, in 
venues to be announced. 


number- 


TIK’s performances 
are made possible by Celebrate Ontario and 
the sponsorship of Ukrainian Credit Union 
Limited. 

The Celebrate Ontario grant will also al- 
low the Festival to present dance at its highest 
level, as Edmonton’s Ukrainian Shumka Dan- 
cers finally ignite the Main Stage. Internation- 
ally renowned, Shumka is Canada’s only pro- 
fessional Ukrainian dance company, continu- 
ally challenging conventional boundaries in 
order to define the experience of Ukrainian 
dance in the context of today’s society. 


Some of North America’s most popular 


performing including the Gerdan 
Ensemble of Philadelphia, the Zvook band 
of Montreal, the Hrim band of New York and 
the Papa Duke band will also appear, cour- 
tesy of Celebrate Ontario 


groups, 


These perform- 
ers will join hundreds of professional and 
amateur GTA performers and artists who 
celebrate Ukrainian culture through music, 
dance and visual arts. 

The BWV Toronto Ukrainian Festival will 
take place from September 12-14. Now in 
its 18th year, it is a free, three-day, family- 
focused showcase of the most widely identi- 
fable aspects of Ukrainian culture, attracting 
diverse audiences of 600,000 from across 
Canada, the US and abroad. 

As always, the Festival will offer the best 
in Ukrainian food, bever , music and 
dance. Vendors will feature crafts, epicur- 
ean delights and fine collectibles. Visitors 
can explore the sidewalk sales offered by 
the businesses of the Bloor West Village BIA 
and enjoy the parade, the cultural pavilions, 
the film festival, the midway and the educa- 
tional activities for young and old. With rich 
history and culture on display, Festival chair 
Jurij Klufas says there is “lots to discover 
about being | krainian.” 


Featuring: Ruslana, Trembita, Sich, 


Sloohai, Troyanda Ukrainian Dance 


Ensemble, Verba Ukrainian Dance 


Company and many more! 
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